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ABSTRACT:

Mani Persian was the founder of manichaeism.This religious system is
based on his doctrines.He combined the belief of the two opposing
principles govern the universe.According to this system,the world
orginated a mixture of light and darkness which represents good and
evil.The concept about soul is also very strange.Mani was a writer and a
painter also.Creation of Manvi Script is his another effort.Dr Allama
Muhammad Igbal has discussed Mani's life and religion in his Ph.D thesis
and in poetry .This article is a successful attempt to present Mani and
Manichaeism in Igbal's Prose and Poetry and his point of view about this

religion.
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"The Half---Persian Mani---"the founder of Godless

community" as Christian styled him afterwards---agrees
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with those Zoroastrians who had their prophet's doctrine
in its naked form, and approaches the question in a spirt
thoroughly materialistic. Originally Persian, his father
emigrated from Hamdan to Babylonia where Mani was
born in 215 or 216 A.D" (1)
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"In Persia where it is generally believed that he produced

a picture book called the Arzhang or Artang, to which he
appealed (as Muhammad appealed to the Quran) as a

proof of his supernatural power and divine mission." (/1)
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"Leaving the discussion of the sources of Mani's religious

system to orientalist, we proceed to describe and finally
to determine the philosophical value of his doctrine of the

origin of the phenomenal universe." (*9)
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~~~~~~ The variety of things springs from the mixture of two
eternal Principles ----- Light and Darkness ----- which are
Separate from and independent of each other." (")
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"The principle of light conneotes ten ideas----- Gentleness,

Knowledge, Understanding, Mystery, Insight, Love,

Conuiction, Faith, Benevolence and Wisdom. Similarly

the Principle of Darkness connotes five eternal

ideas--Misliness, Heat, Fire, Venom, Darkness Along

with these two primordial principles and connected with
each." ()
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(@) "What all things seek even a principle of evil would

seek but all things seek their ownself preservation.
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:.Even a principle of evil would seek its own
self-preservation.

(b) What all things seek is good. But self-preservation is
what all things seek.

:.Self preservation is good. But a principle of evil would
seek its oun self preservation

:.A principle of evil would seek some good - which

show that it is self contradictory." (")
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"Mani was the first to venture the suggestion that the
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universle is due to the activity of the Devil, and hence
essentially evil ------ a proposition which seems to me to
be the only logical justification of a system which

preaches renunciation as the guiding principle of life."
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(2)  Muhammad Igbal, Dr Allama, The Development of Metaphysics in
persia Bazam-i- Igbal Lahore III Edition, 1964, P: 11,12.
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