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Abstract:

Discourse analysis is the most recent technique to understand and
examine the course of history and contemporary aspects of a certain society.
Urdu language has through many ages including colonial era before
reaching the present stage in Pakistan. It is unanimously understood that
Aligarh movement effected Urdu more than any other factor in the history
of India. This essay gives a brief analysis of the discourses that were
developed during this particular movement whether consciously or
unconsciously. The effects of these discourses on Urdu in Pakistan are of
great importance as we see that elite class in Pakistan still believes that
Urdu has to follow the path that has been established by English to survive
in the modern world. These elites are the people who are decision makers
and while setting any policy regarding language or medium of education
for young generations, just follow the path of the British officers who served
in India during Colonial age. This essay is basically an effort to look into

the matter from a different perspective.
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a particular way of talking about and understanding the world (or an
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aspect of the world).[Marianne Jorgensen,Louise Phillips.(2002),
Discourse Analysis as Theory and Method,London: SAGE Publications.]

(2) A central notion in most critical work on discourse is that of power, and
more specificallythe social power of groups or institutions. Summarizing
a complex philosophical and social analysis, we will define social
power in terms of control. Thus, groups have (more or less) power if they
are able to (more or less) control the acts and minds of (members of)
other groups. This ability presupposes a power base of privileged access
to scarce social resources, such as force, money, status, fame, knowledge,
information, "culture," or indeed various forms of public discourse and
communication.[van Dijk, T. A. (1993b). Principles of critical discourse
analysis. Discourse and Society 4(2), 249-83.]

(3) Different types of power may be distinguished according to the various
resources employed to exercise such power: the coercive power of the
military and of violent men will rather be based on force, the rich will
have power because of their money, whereas the more or less persuasive
power of parents, professors, or journalists may be based on knowledge,
information, or authority.[van Dijk, T. A. (1993b). Principles of critical
discourse analysis. Discourse and Society 4(2), 249-83.]

(4) The power of dominant groups may be integrated in laws, rules, norms,
habits, and even a quite general consensus, and thus take the form of
what is called "hegemony". Class domination, sexism, and racism are
characteristic examples of such hegemony. Note also that power is not
always exercised in abusive acts of dominant group members, but may
be enacted in the myriad of taken-for-granted actions of everyday life, as
is typically the case in the many forms of everyday sexism or racism
(Essed 1991).[Essed, P. J. M. (1991). Understanding Everyday Racism: An
Interdisciplinary Theory. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.]

(5) access to specific forms of discourse, e.g. those of politics, the media, or

science, is itself a power resource. Secondly, as suggested earlier, action is
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controlled by our minds. So, if we are able to influence people's minds,
e.g. their knowledge or opinions, we indirectly may control (some of)
their actions, as we know from persuasion and manipulation.those
groups who control most influential discourse also have more chances to
control the minds and actions of others.[van Dijk, T. A. (1993b).
Principles of critical discourse analysis.Discourse and Society 4(2),
249-83.]

recipients tend to accept beliefs, knowledge, and opinions (unless they
are inconsistent with their personal beliefs and experiences) through
discourse from what they see as authoritative, trustworthy, or credible
sources, such as scholars, experts, professionals, or reliable
media.[Nesler, M. S., Aguinis, H., Quigley, B. M.,and Tedeschi, J. T.
(1993). The effect of credibility on perceived power.]

Second, in some situations participants are obliged to be recipients of
discourse, e.g. in education and in many job situations. Lessons, learning
materials, job instructions, and other discourse types in such cases may
need to be attended to, interpreted, and learned as intended by
institutional or organizational authors .[Giroux, H. (1981). Ideology,
Culture, and the Process of Schooling. London: Falmer Press.]

Third, in many situations there are no pubic discourses or media that
may provide information from which alternative beliefs may be
derived.[Downing, J. (1984). Radical Media: The Political Experience of
Alternative Communication. Boston: South End Press.]

Fourth, and closely related to the previous points, recipients may not
have the knowledge and beliefs needed to challenge the discourses or
information they are exposed to .[Wodak, R. (1984). Determination of
guilt: discourses in the courtroom. In C. Kramarae, M. Schulz, and W. M.

O'Barr (eds), Language and Power (pp. 89-100). Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.]
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