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ABSTRACT:

Generally Qudrat Ullah Shahab's Shahab Nama is placed amongst the

auto-biographies yet its craft, style, structure and a blend of reality with

imagination arise the question whether we should consider it a biography,

an auto-biography, a piece of fiction,  sketches or a book on history. This

article is an attempt to determine the genre of Shahab Nama by analyzing it

in the light of art of fiction, sketch writing, biography and history. The

study concludes that Shahab Nama is neither a pure biography, nor a fiction

or the history; in fact it is a mixture of all these prose forms. 
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Ñg†]øg}‚tWC÷XZ¤/†]ÆE+™zVÃZµ™1YñÂ—
{ÃV»Zq-.e$÷{ù·»gƒYìXÞ[™r#Åp!tìāz{ËÌ

,ÆªCÙ„Ã7ŠÙÔ!*í~ÌÄb÷Zzg˜Vz{9z'×ZbÐ»x
fe÷c*fZCIÃ£g¯™˜÷Â´,»Œ¼ZzgµY@*ìóóX
)51(
Šg]ZvÞ[ÆXZ¾mÆ‚B©]Ô̧Zy»ZjZwÒy™DƒñŠg]Zv
Þ[ä{āóg~ÆZÁÜÐ»x1ìXuZ0*óg~Ôùóg~Zzg—z™ŠZg~}.z{w‰
UîVÃ',zñ»gÑc*ŠHìX{āóg~Æa,»ZjZwZÌg‚rìX{0+ZyZzgŠvZñgÅ
¥â]ÐÃðuz»g7ƒ@*X,»{ā-VÒyHY@*ìāz{W\m�ZzgÎZö/~ÆÎZÃð
’k,ÑX{āógZ({ā7™@*ìā,Æn{n{,]Ð,)™ŠZgZzgù(»½7g
@*W,‚tWYñXW\m�ógÃZK,Ã‚tÑäÆaŠZ½Zzg{gYzZu]ÃÅw™‚t

Ñ**7,@*ìXZÝ›ëZzgzZu]Å¶KyŠ„™**7,CìX{āógi%æGL’k,,6,¿U!*]™ä6,
h/Y+$ƒ@*ìXŠg]ZvÞ[ä‰†]»E+™{Zk§bHìā÷{{āóg~»o]
MìXŠg]ZvÞ[äÝx„kÅ,»{ā-VÒyHì:

LLaŠO~Ýx„kÅ,Zzg(„
œtÔïmÔŠc*-$ZzgZâ-$»%µ¶XZy
ÅW\V~�[Å!ó„¶ZzgŠw~_.!*]Å?ãXZsx6,Zy»Üs
ZZy„:å.Þāii0+Ï~Ìz{(,}H&Ô„Š]¦/ZgZzg¹gÚñð

¸XZsxÆẐy»ŠzuZb	ÌZZy0*ÎyåX›**ÈòÆŠw~0*Îy
Æ‚BzZÕ»o{gZt™ä»Z̃ƒ
Ðic*Š{Z-Æuìóó)61(

Šg]ZvÞ[Æ{ÃV»ZëKùóg~ìXZ,Vä¸agÆÛvâgZd»{āZk
§bZq©’k,~1ìāùóg~Ãã~wqÝƒ̂ìX˜÷:

LLtgLŠÆ�Û/Z0+ZxÍwâw),gv¸XZ,Vä−8Î^id$@HƒZ
åXTÅGyZyÆ¸g~½Áù6,-Vâƒð¶‰Ë°Æ©}6,
Zq-ßß‚Ýsm	Jc*ƒZƒXZyÅYwŠZg1N*ð¤/ŠyÆe¢eJá

Í“
ÅL-V~Š!ƒð¶ZzgZyÅ!ucg8-ÅF,ÅI8»ñN*‚»Ñg§
¡**X¤/ŠyÅCÙRÆ‚B{~ÆHzÝÅ§bg³™@*åXÛ7™r#ä
ZKCGbñsVÃ¡½ið

ELÆ‚B@*îŠ}™ÃLHƒZåZzgz{ZyÆŠzâVÇßV6,

SRO )�Ñð@*Šc6102Y(Ô£ZgŠzÔZzg@»ÒÔº[-Eg;ÔÑƒg 29D e^‡m^Êk



kœVÅ§bZèŠ{‰óóX)71(
Šg]ZvÞ[äPZ,Z¾mÃÌ{Æ»ñçq¯c*ìX~{āóg~ÆU)ùÔ

™ŠZg(,ŠzâV»¿UÒy,»zZã@*W,Z¸g@*ìXZkK~¦Z®s@÷á{»{ā
(,}½7g{ÆÆîg6,7HYYì:

LLŠgx:ŠJŠZg7~eZhSÔ?Ð@*i{Šx‡çO}zZàI8XúDZ÷XZk
ÆnzäŠZgÂ0+Xß0*#-Bð

JE
FVÅCÏZgX#Æ¤/ŠZLÇ}Åê�X+ñ6,

÷áàgzâàW\V~°ànÅuqXn}6,Ë-$¦/h+{ÏO-$'¦Z®s
@÷á{6,Ã7,D„-V4å‰ÃðDÙZg~ŠzDÙZg~ŠgZ»uŠZgZÌZÌË
mŠg!*gÐ‰ƒ÷á„»6,zZ:á™',WæƒZƒXZkÆn}6,—Z?ØäL
Èw™Ì¦/g:HåXW~ÌZk»Z0+ZiŠg!*g~ÔZÖp¢ZzgL¤/`ŠZgƒ@*
åóóX)81(
Þ[**)Ô~'gZz6,@*\IÆ{Æ~™ŠZgZzg,Æ}.z{wQ½™‚tWD÷X

ZyÅpçVZzgÁizg-V»ZŠZgZuqÝƒ@*ìXÞ[ä)¢zg~¬]ÐZA[',@*ìX
Z,Vä,ÆŠZ½Zzg{gY›ëÃ¿UZÖp»Y)zc*ìXŠg]ZvÞ[Ô'gZz6,@*\

I»f™í™DƒñeTÂZyÅ{ñVÅ07ÙZzgpçVÃ(,Jm	J™Òy™Šï-Vz{
œZ‰ÜZzgŠc*-$ŠZg~»»Ÿ7gZ:™0*DXŠg]ZvÞ[äCðZzg7g~ZZyŠZg~Ð6,@*\
IÆ™ŠZg»z„u5ì‰ZyÃŠ¬:

LL'gZz6,@*\IZ•ð»c*VZzgLLŠ-Z:•gp÷ƒâgóón»ZK̈yåXZÐZAy
3äÅª�¶TÅzzÐz{Šy½ðgWßŠéŠÏÅª~2gLåXZk
ßg‹qwÃeJw¯™z{ZKfZ]6,Zq-¡¦:oZ£ZÏÔ"¯zKZzgËŠg
ZÉ:uJ-‚ŠÏ»]Š{Zzhñg‚råpZk�»g~Æúz{Z•ðeÑuÔ
ƒâgZzgŠzggk™1ú»â´åXZôm,zVÆ‚Bz{ZL©]Z•ðZ2Zgg‚r
åX›âVÆ‚B‚ŠÏZzgŠgz7»eð8-ge™z{ZyÆÜsÕzZëZŠÆ
‚g}¸Z2Ã¢oÐ¢oF,™@*gLåZzgZK7À.ïGLiÐez¤/{{0+ZâVÃ
gc*„
~({zC»â´¯ä~¾wƒâg~Ð»x©8åóóX)91(

èÃg{!*ÑZ½k~Šg]ZvÞ[ä'gZz6,@*\IÅ,»{ā7HìXẐiZV
Šg]ZvÞ[äZ#Z¹™–�ÆyZy~ÉÆaT7Í/õG~Š¬ÔZkÃÌÇZÏ
§bÒy™Šc*ì:

Æ/It# ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää TRO



LLZkÆu6,Zq-CI™ZúeLeJàô~¶TÅ%Oã6,‚tÅ§sZzg
ŠZN!*N‹}�ZCÙZ]Ðdà.™CƒðgKgK‘V‰XŒ~

g8-/g8-ñZVÆ¹Ð;g¸XZRVJ-MYg8-»Z‹–�Ã^åX
nCGyZzgC1^¸XZkˆ˜Zð»Zq-ÍwâwZzg_‚¿Z#
Òƒ@*ƒZz–�Æ‚tW™ZèŠ{ƒŠHÂZ,ÃW@*åāV;îk»g3»gIy
ËÂ[ÆÔÐ¸v™Z%I'u~ôÆ!{~W9ZƒZì!óóX
)02(
‡CÙ{~Šg]ZvÞ[Å5‡]�ÛZizãÐƒðXZkäÞ[ÃZLyeñÅ7¿Å

&Šg]ZvÞ[äJw™1X�ÛZizãäÞ[ÃZLzZ−ZzgzZ−{ÐCZc*XŠg]ZvÞ[ä
�ÛZizãÆzZ−Ð5‡]»�u5ìZkÐZq-÷{{āðƒZìTÐ…¥xƒ@*ì
ā�ÛZizãÆ!*\ÃYŠz¤/~Zzgq]~Šw8o-ö FF¶XŠg]ZvÞ[ä�ÛZizãÆ!*\Æ{Æ
~ZyÅ/ÔùÔZgŠ¤/Š»âjwZzgZyÆcÐ0¿U¥â]Zk§bÅàð÷ā�ÛZizã
Æ!*\»Zq-î‚tWY@*ìXŠg]ZvÞ[ä�ÛZizãÆ!*\»{ā-VÒyHì:

LLZq-4@*gq-#}~‚J8‚wÆZq-),gvÇî‡Îñ‡A6,Æ

¸XZy»g8-nñƒñy}Å§bCZzg5ìåXZyÅeZhS¯~Zzg
�Ûõ–�¶ZzgZyÅW\V~Zq-ÐÏ®Zzguq¡g„¶XŠ-ZgÆ
‚B¹ÐZz‘ÉŠZy¸XX~4Î�Z¤/oVÅ·gÐƒð¶X
Š-ZgzV6,ƒ]Æ'ZzgZ	̀ZxÛÅ£zk,Wzm,ZV‰X‚tZq-wð6,¹Ï

ec*VZzg¼™ÒZgnÆ†[ZzgPZ÷Ñ[7,}ó̧óX)12(
Šg]ZvÞ[ä/îgWðÏZöZfii0+Ï»W¸iHXẐiZV/îgÏZö8ZfZd

u»g~ÇzV6,Ã,̂gìÔÍg3,¾ßVZzgœzg0*ÎyÆóR,~Æ�ÛZøuZ�xŠbXŠzgZÈ5i#Ö
ÆÜsZy%œ/~™ŠZgzVÅ ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää Šg]ZvÞ[Å5‡]Z|Z]ÐƒCgS¶X

z„
»gÅYñÂZkDah~z„
Æ™ŠZgzV»‹tZq©’k,~Ñ**ÂŠ3ðŠêìXZ¤/:
™ŠZgzVÃÑgHYñÂßg]qwÐW\/p!WÇ{ƒMh÷ÔZÏzzÐëäÜsZyn{
n{†]ÃÉHì�{āóg~»%:÷Xzik,ZW�gö»{ā-V7Hì:

LLzik,ZW�gö(,}|XÔpl'×Z`ZzgplZÜtZK̈y¸XZyÅ%æFNæ

,~ZŠZwÔZOŠZzg"±ðN^Ã^™½ZƒZåXz{(,}ŠÁŸ~!*]
™D¸ZzggLÐgLWŠòÆ‚BWÆŠzgZyÌZyÅ¤/Šy~
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ÂZä»−‚nWY@*åóóX)22(
~˜V6Zzg{āÆãCŠ~ÁÜÐ»x1ìz;V ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää Šg]ZvÞ[ä

ÎZö/~Æ®ÐÌŒÛd$ìXÎZö/~aZöÐñ]J-ÆZjZw6,ŒƒC ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää
ìXŠg]ZvÞ[äaZöÐñ]J-ÃZq©’k,~71pW¸iZk§bÐHìāÎZö

~ÎZö/~»®7g~W[ ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää /~ÆZ’ZðÝlÅ¡ÃWCìXët7ÈMhā
~ ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää z@*[Ðā{¤/ìX;V…tZ‹Zs™ä~@*ï7āŠg]ZvÞ[ä

W\m�Æ/£gÐ¤/ä» ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää ÎZö/~ÆPUîVÐZ.Š{HìZÏzzÐ
!*)̄¯XVwÆîg6,Þ[Z−+)!*!*™x(»-f™ZzgQZkÅa¶±aŠO~»[»E+™{

)¢zg~¬]»Zq©Kƒñ÷XŠg]ZvÞ[äØg™r#~{Õ{Æ!*g}~CD
ƒñ!*!*™xÅ™Zâ]ZzgāçlÐWÇ{HìX!*!*™xÃ¤/z™r#äZKYyXäÆ
A~i}j~Š~Ô!*!*™xäZÐwZxŒÛZgŠïƒñzZ:™Š~XZkZˆy»$+![äÆ
a!*!*™xäØg™r#~Îg»Í“
:ÑäÅŠgpZ„
Å&¤/z™r#äJw™1XØg
™r#~WäZzgYäzZà',Z]»!*!*™xÅ}.#Ö~q¢ƒ**Zzg›ezßV~]5™!*!*
™x»Zq-Zq-̄',ZZV~„™**ÐÏgÌ¶pyzÔõZzg›yXZkgÌÃāauB
¸X!*!*™xÅzÃ]ÆẐyÆ'×Zg6,',ZC›ezßV~]5™'×Zg6,wZzgŠz!*g{ZV™
',ZZV~„™**(¿BÔaƒñezßVÃ½F,oàfeÔ½F,zVÅZko]q~Æ!*)̄
Øg™r#~½F,zV»DgwZxŒÛZgŠ}Šc*ŠHX!*!*™xÅ™Zâ]ŒV6,»7ƒ'Ô'×h+™Zâ]
»ZÏsaŠO~»[Š+»×ÒyÔZkÅÈÙÐÞŠ]ÆzZu]»F,]6,f™)

W\m�Æi%}Ð!*CÙò™!*!*™xZzgaŠO~ ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää ¢zg~¥xƒ@*ìXZk£x6,
»[Š+ÅÎZö/~Å¿¡4ìX

Šg]ZvÞ[Z#0*ÎyÅziZg]ˆg]~Z&+góR,~HgƒñZzg™Zc~Ç{»
eg`he»¬5ÂZy6,yzzik,ZdÑ~CÙ~™×»[ÅtÎa»ZŠgZuƒZXZkñµ6,Þ[ä

óó»f™HìX Passive voices »ôkÓ#Ö»uÒy™äÆaÆXZsÇ!*ÅÂ[LL
ÆXZsÇ!*Æ!*g}~¥â]�ÛZë™DƒñŠg]ZvÞ[äZ’ZðZÖp„Z,ZEwK
÷āÎZö/~ÅZ’Zð^‚tWCì:

LLÆXZsÇ!*»ª**x²<45é XEGÑwÇ!*åXz{º[ÆZq-Z•ð˜w{0+ZyÆ0
zl	Zr¸XZ,Vä‚„ÐZày~½0*ðXÛv~™äÆˆ
Z,VäÑƒg;ðÃg^~6,?Ñzq™Š~Xz{Zôm,~i!*yÆ(,}™8ïEL

Æ/It# ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää LSO



§iZ¶K6,ŠZi¸ZzgMÐic*Š{Â1VÆ'÷XZyÅFÂÁÎZŅ̃Zò
à]Åqï÷X
›Ç!*ä3391Y~ZsxJw™1XZkz‰ÜZyÅ/M‚wÐÁ¶XZy»
Zsò**x{−"Ç!*g3ŠHXZk¸äegzV§s#îc*XJwZsxÆˆ

è� The prophet of the Desert ›Ç!*ä§]Z#å6,ZK�gÂ[
W`J-¹ÐòV~ØtÐ7,SYCìóóX)32(

ZÏ§bLL-g\Æß°óózZá!*[~Šg]ZvÞ[ä-g\ÆßAVÅZ’Zß°
Áe${VÐÅìXW\ß°Áe${VÆjZáÐŠg`¥â]»_·™,Â«SÐ„
ÎZö/~»®²z`6,ÃW@*ìXŠg]ZvÞ[äß°Áe${VÆzZ−ZzgZyÆW!*Z].ZŠÆ
!*g}~ÌCc*ìXz{˜÷:

LLß°Áe${V2881Y~(,zŠ{~aZƒñ¸XZyÆzZ−gØ{yº[
Æg�zZá¸Xtñ»gzV»{0+ZyåZzgZyÆZ].ZŠ~�)÷á{Zq-
™r#!*í),gvÌ¦/g}¸XgØ{ypŠÌZiñ»g¸X{mîg6,ŠO
3+gZv~Z¹Z*Šâ**Y@*åóóX)42(

F£â] ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää èÃg{!*ÑZ½k~ÎZö/~Æ‚B‚BE+™}»Ì÷á<ƒ@*ìX
6,ÎZö/~¥xƒ@*ìXŠg]ZvÞ[ZK!*]™D™DŠzu}™ŠZgzV6,Zâ×W™D
÷āŠg]ZvÞ[ÅfZ]:©~¬YCìX’k,6,W\m�Ðic*Š{ÎZö/~»áyƒä
4ìXUgiðZkjZáÐ˜÷:

(,~Šw8iï FFÂ[ì�Þ[™r#Åi0+ÏÅ§b(,~–qÔ ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää LL
(,~½7gÔ(,~ª]Z�ÛziZzg‰£â]6,(,~cÔìXÍtZq-ÎZ¤

"ìpZY:óg'Å§bZYäÅ§bZYäÅ§bŠw8iï FF
ìóóX)52(

Šg]ZvÞ[»Íg3,¾ßVZzgœzg0*ÎyÆóR,~ƒä»ÈCÙ¦/t7āZKfZ]Ã
:©~eZw™Íg3,¾ßVZzgœzg0*ÎyÅi0+Ï»Zq©HYñ}LLÍg3,¾woÝx·óó
zZá!*[~Šg]ZvÞ[äZKfZ]Ðic*Š{Ýx·Å,z™ŠZgÃ©¬x6,ÑäÅ[Å

Šg]ZvÞ[ÅW\m�ìZk ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää ìX!*[»ÄZyÌLLÍg3,¾woÝx·óóìX
aÍg3,¾woÝx·»uu~f™ÂY,̂Zzgëw!*]@ìpZkÆaZq-!*[–™Š¶»
HÑì?\g%iZÆ²z`zizZwÅ¥â]-VÒyÅ÷ā}Ð¥x7ƒ@*āŠg]
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ZvÞ[ZKW\m�Égì÷XZ(4ìāz{\g%iZÅfZ]z™ŠZgÃúZxÆ‚tÑä»�Û9
uZ�xŠbeT÷X!*]ŒV»7ƒCXZ,Vä¾wZ-[{yÆa½ãŠkZ1Z[–
K÷XtŠkZ1Z[Šg]ZvÞ[ÅW\m�ÁZzgZ-[{yÅÎZö/~ic*Š{¥xƒD÷XZ¤/
Šg]ZvÞ[ZyZ1Z[~ðh~F,çzZŸ†™ŠïÂGZ-[{yÅZq-÷{ÎZö/~©¬x

~f™ƒ**¢zg~å ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää 6,WYCXZyÐV|Z]Æ‚BŠg]ZvÞ[ÆmÆ!*)̄
W\m�Æ/£gÐ-ÃWäÑXŠg]ZvÞ[Ã0*Îã ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää pZÚ×Òyā

����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhh („
Ô(Ï»ggzZÇVZzg(„
ŠZâVÃúZxÆ‚tÑä»ZÚØtåÂZ¹ecåā
~ZyZñg»uu~f™™DZzg×f™™äÆaËZzgÂ[»–gZfe-VW\m� ÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää
0*Îã(„
»gz\:ŠJgCXZ¤/ëÝx·Ô\g%iZZzgZ-[{yÅ]»ggzZÇV6,gzÝeZB�

~÷áï÷ÂñçqËZzg§sòYñÇXøgZÑÜsW\m�~ÎZö/~ ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää
ÆÁÜÅ¶KyŠ„™**åÔÝx·Ô\g%iZZzgZ-[{yÅi0+Ï**)Òy™**7XW\m�Æa
ñçqÆZN[ÅZk§b¢zg]7ƒCT§b6ÔÎZöÔ{āZzg@*gõ~ƒCìX¼Š
£â]6,¥xƒ@*ìāŠg]ZvÞ[äZk!*[»ÄZyÎa™ÉHìXZyÆ0*kìÆ
a¹¼åpz{Zq-!*[»™Æ-VŠzuZ!*[Ñzq™D÷‰Zq-z‰Ü~Z£zk,Š3

ÎdŒµ"Æ�©¬x6,WäzZàÂ[¥xƒCìT~ ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää gì÷X
'äñçq»ZN[ZKAÐHìXZk!*]ÅŠ?~ëtÈMh÷āW\m�ZKfZ]

Ô™ŠZgZzg§]ÃÅw™Òy™**ìXŠg]ZvÞ[äZKfZ]Ðic*Š{ŠzuzV)Ýx·Ô
\g%iZÔZ-[{y(Ãñçq¯c*ìqÑVāW\m�ZkZ%Å»Ÿ7™CX

@*gõóg~»6,$ðGMÃW@*ìXŠg]ZvÞ[ä¼Š£â]6,@*gõóg~Ð ����`̀̀̀^̂̂̂hhhhÞÞÞÞ^̂̂̂ÚÚÚÚääää
»x1ìXZLÇÅ¦k,7™Dƒñz{¦/¸ÇÅ¦k,Ìúc*V™DYD÷X†]Æ
»g**ñVZzg**»ñV6,gzÝeZs÷X@*gõóg~~�ÛŠÆOñZ�ÛZŠÅ!*]ƒCìXW\m�~

ÌŠv™ŠZgZÌÆqïƒD÷YVāZy™ŠZgzVÐW\m�óg»',ZÓgZ„
zZôg;ƒ@*ìX
Z(Â7ìāz{Ü~i0+Ï¬™@*ìÔZÐ˜Zzgii0+Ï~9Zë†]ÐY»ñµM

ìZkaW\m�~Zy†]»',ûZEwW\m�ÆŒ~ZŸ±»!*)̄áCìpZ¤/W\
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