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ABSTRACT:

This article aims at interpreting Shibli Nomani's critical writings from

the perspective of 'Ambivalence' which is though basically a psychological

term, employed in postcolonial studies by Homi K Bhabha and others.

Shibli and his contemporaries like Sir Sayyad, Nazir Ahmad and Hali

possessed ambivalent views towards Europe. Shibli eulogizes and criticises

European culture and her achievements   at the same time. His ambivalent

thinking doesn't engender any confusion but proves an intellectual strategy

to subvert hierarchy of West and East fashioned by colonial powers.
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tI¾WögZñÌ7™D÷āLLZkÿƒ%þÆ¯x~CÙZÝÅZÝZzgZK̈yZzg¬Ýè»Ñ]Å

|qg`ìóó81XŠgZÝ(zZã™**eT÷āÄ~ÇZzg‘:™~œu!*]tìā
ŠzâVZâZzgz�ŠÅ)JwZÝJ-í÷XŒVV™(ÇZzgõ»]~Ì_“‡ì™ä
ÅÃÒ™D÷XZyÅgZñÆ_.ÇÌz„»x™@*ìÔ�õ»]™Cì:ªZÝÃï
™**XZk�ÛtÆ‚Bāõ»]-Š*ÅZÝÃ‚tÑCìÔZzgÇf6Š*ÅZÝÃX(ŒV
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ZgTð„ÐZ.Š{™Dƒñë÷āŠzâVLZÝóÅ¤&ZkZ]OoÐƒCìT»Š/
‡g~™@*ìXZ]Oo»tŠ/Ë5ÚÆÙÔc*Ë¥xÚÆZbÍÚÆZÏs»Š/

7Ôñ�ŠÅ¤&zÙ|#»Š/ìX(ZgTÅÇ~@ÅVw7™D÷XLL@Zq-$+
ßg]YâgìÔTÃŠN™Ð]ƒCìÔpZ¤/Zq-Z*Šqg@ÅZ+¦k,éŠ}ā!*w',Z',
�Ût:ƒÂZkÆŠÚÐpZ{(Z{¯WñÇXZkÅzz¸ìāÜ»ZÝÆ_.ƒ**pŠZq-
‡W,qìóó91Xt¯ZÝ@Å¤&zÙ|#6,«ìXZk§b(ZgTÅÇ~)1C
Z]OoÃözŠ™Šï÷XZÝ@ŠgZÝ@Æx@}ÅÔªZkÆ-DÅc*ŠŠZ“ì
X@Å¦k,ÆZÝÆ_.ƒä»¸|xìāz{Zkc*ŠŠZ“Ãï™Š}XZk§bÜ»
ZÝÆ_.ƒ**Ôøg}D~ZŸ†7™@*Ôøg}ñ�ŠDÃL™@*ìỖtz¤&zÙ|#

ÅæŠÐXŠzu}/V~ÃtYÜx¹Å)1]J-özŠgLìÔZzgZ7g}Å)1]
ÐŠzgZzgCÙZ‚V!®ZtZ·t7ā(õ»]ZzgÇŠzâVÅ"ZŠZàÐŞ̌Zg™D÷XŠN
!*]tìā(ÅÃ~™ZzgÇÔŠzâVÅL"ZŠZàó»|xZzg}ò7V÷;ŠzâVZÝzâ~.

ÐŠzgY7,D÷X
ƒ43š5é EGG]Æ0T§b-**ãÛÅ¸'ZgIZzgW`J-ZyÆcz‘ÑZzg
ßg]Å‰wçV~ZÏ™»Ñ]»Zq--{Ìi:™nÔ‚øg}Oy+
ÄZ»Ì¸qwƒZ02X

ÃgÏzZgŠzÆOy+ÄZZkÒpÐ¤x÷āZ¹WiZŠÔqàZzg(ÐVäÇÅ"ZŠZà»
£Š}™p[Ã‚ìX™Å"ZŠZà»1Z¤/‘ÑZzgßg]ìÂÇÅ"ZŠZà‘ÑðâÎ
Å$]zZ7gZ]÷X

ÇÅ"ZŠZà»(,ZñµZ7gZ]Zzg$]÷XZ7g}Zzg&ÈZ#J-
"ÔŒÛd$ZÓ~.ZzgZÆÐQQƒC÷Ô÷á²~~ŒaZ™C÷Ôp
Z#ÇÃ"ZŠZà»ñµMìÂz{ŠzgZi»gZzg�ÛèZ7gZ]Zzg&ÈaZ™C
ìÔQZk6,ZzgãCŠ,‡ì™CYC÷12X

ZÆ»ÂÂÁz÷ZÏ|x~qàÌZEw™`÷Ô1LŒÛd$ZÓ~.óÅF,I(Ææ¬Ã
ic*Š{zŸs#Ð7™g„ìX(äUZzgZ7g}~ic*Š{�Ût7H;z{ŠzâVÆŒÛd$ZÓ~.
c*ZÆÆŒÛd$ƒä6,ZÜZg™D÷X(Åù¦W~„ŠBÂZk~UÅ{àRöìÔ
Z7g}Å7X(ÃUZzgZ7g}ÆLŒÛd$ZÓ~.óƒä6,ZkaZÜZgìāZq-§sZkÐ

ÇÅ"ZŠZàÐXYYìÔZzgŠzu~§sZkÐñç»ZK̈ãÆ�g�»ZkyaZƒY
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ìXÇÅ"ZŠZàÔìàZzg1z~Š*~áYCìÔ˜VÅ§ÑÅzu]Æxƒäc*M
ƒä»Z0+6ƒ@*ì;÷á²ZLz�ŠZzgÅ§z�ŠÆzZu%œ/~bÐŠzgYYìX

U»â~.Ú7Ôx¹ì;ÉÅU»â~.8[7)øu¢zgì(ÔŠzâV~)w
z4,Z•Åx¹ì;U»ZÅZZÏx¹ÐYÒìXx¹ÅŠgc*ÄÔZÐZŠ~ÃÒ»³ƒ

$ËìÔ1pŠx¹ŠzZZâ~Zq-Z(Z·ZuìTÅ¤&À~ÔZ½¦Š"ÐÅY$Ë
ƒXZkîgU…!*ëÜ™CìXëUÆfg)ZLz�ŠZzgc¢ïEGLz�ŠÆxZbZÃ±
™D÷;ZKñçÎÃ�ZÑÝ¯D÷Ô1zZãgìātLZÝóZ½¦Ô�YìÔZÐZŠ~7;Zk
~�ÛŠÅZkfZCÔÑÅg~ZÝ{g`g¿YCìÔ�ZÒÅg~$h½5Õä

GI
G]ÃMz!*Ñ™$ËìX®ZU̧ò

Ô�Y÷á²~Æa**¦/k,ìXŠzu~§sLŠzgZi»gUóz{ìÔT~ñ�Šx¹ÀòZ½¦
Š"ÅuzŠÐ!*CÙƒCì;ªz{[zªÏƒCìX®ZŠzgZi»g&Èøg}z�ŠZzgøg~
c¢ïEGLz�ŠÅââ8LÃ¤¤™C÷Xt…z�ŠÅZ½¦Z‚kÆOñZÐZŠ~ÔìàÔzZøC
Š*~áYC÷XìàZzgzZøCŠ*ÔñçqèZK̈ãÃ:Üs�7g�ŠîÔÉZÐL"

Ì™CìX(zqàÆŒVZkìàZzgzZøCŠ*»ŠzuZ**xI¾ìX/̧w decentre %œ/óª
(LLOy+ä�ŠgZÝ÷á²:¸Ô/pzZgZŠ{ZLZˆkÃ̧~F,¯**e;ÔZzgaVāZk»ZyÃ
Š/:åÔZka}Ð}ò‰óó22XÍc*I¾÷á²ÃŠ"ÅŠ*Ð!*CÙÔ}Ð}áY@*
ìXŠ/÷á²Æz�Š»L%œ/óìÔ&ìwZzgzZ!L"%œ/ó™@*ìX

ZkZÃëÂzpÅcÐÌ™Mh÷XtcÌ(ZVD÷XZkK~(
Æ!*[°ZÂzZ²ÐZ½k7™D÷ÔT~ÂzpÆZgnoÃ ÒÒÒÒjjjj^̂̂̂hhhh]]]]ÖÖÖÖÃÃÃÃÛÛÛÛ‚‚‚‚åååå Z0g]4þ I

GÅ
gzbZzgŸÆZgnoÅâ#ŒŠHì;gzbZzgŸ~"3ðIEe$ì;gzb%ŸÆƒ$ËìÔZzgŸ
gzbÆƒDƒñÍ»qïƒYìXZÏ£x6,(ZIè®ÆŠz¤/zƒV»f™™D÷XZq-Â
ÃF,ßŠêì)²[»Z-Z0+Zi¸ì(;ŠzuZ*yÃF,ßŠêìÔZzgZÖpÅ6,zZ7™@*X(¬
¤/z{Æqò÷X™s/V~ë÷āLL|tìā÷á²~c*Z¶K6,ŠZi~»æZgic*Š{F,ZÖp„
6,ìóó32XÂzpÅtcŠgZÝ%ZA$ÅcìXªZ¤/"3ðIEe$ìÂZq-ÃÑi˜Šzu}6,¯E
ìX(ÃZkZ%»Zˆkƒ@*ìā%ZA$Åtc{à**iuÔZzg÷}āZ]ÅqïìXt!*]
(ÅÃÐZzÍ7āÂzpÆÂÄ%ZA$~ÔZ#ÂÃ¯EŠ~YñÂÂÃpÆŠgZ

ÔpÅwÔpÆuzŠÔpÆŒzFÔpÅWiZŠ:w•Ãðc*özŠ™ä»Z(gÌŠc*Yg;
ƒ@*ì;f6Š*ÆŠgY]Æç»ZŸtÔâŠ~Ô-Š*Æ4ŠHYg;ƒ@*ì;&ËÃà6,&ËÃ],Ã
¬¯c*Yg;ƒ@*ì;*y6,ÂÃF,ßŠ~Yg„ƒCìXŒV(ÃŠzu}¤/z{ÆZq-ÂZ‹Zn»
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ìwW@*ì:LL÷áh+tZ‹ZnHYñāZÖp»ZW,Ìp„ÅzzÐƒ@*ìÔªZq-ÂZÏ¯6,%æFN
Ñƒ@*ìāZkÆp~ÑƒCìóó42XZkZ‹ZnÅ'×h+zŸs#ZzgZkÆ�Z[~
Âò»tÄ7™D÷X

ŠgWyŠ¤Ypy—Wë[
aº�ÛZzizgt',W[

ZkÄ~Z¤/p„CÙt¥xƒ@*ìāZ¤/Š¤ÆOñ*ZzgizgtÆOñ
Ï™Šc*YñÂÍpz„g÷ÐÔpÄÁgûƒYñÇ‰‰‰tZ‹ZnZq-uJ-
9ìÔpZziÂ¹ÐÂZ,÷ÔXÆp~7ÔÉßg]ZzgWzZi~
gfZzg÷áyƒCì‰‰‰ZkÆ´z{ZknÆZÖp~ŠwZkŠg¸̈
WˆìāÍz{gfp„ÅzzÐaZƒðìÔ@*ë‚ì&̧ìātÂ„
»ZW,ìÔZkaZ,ZÖp»ZW,ZÖp„Å§s™[™**ec52X

ZkZ½k6,̈g™,Ât!*]!*ÇzZãƒYCìā(ÂzpÆ%ZA$Åc~ÂÃZÍqŠï
÷ÔZzgpÃU*â~wXÂÃZÌŠ¶ÐÂzpŠ/pŠÂÆ¹Ô)¹ÔââkÔ¾d$ƒäÔc*

Úç]‡Þä]Þn‹æ�en† šº)ÆŠvZßßVÅ0*kŠZg~Ô°x0*kŠZg~Å§svƒYCìX(Æ
ÃÌZÏÚ§~Š¬Y**ecXZq-Šzu}iZzbÐŒV(Å„»ģLi!*ãgzZe$óÐÌ‡ì
ƒ@*Ckƒ@*ìXi!*ãgzZe$»Z®gÂz¯xZzg1ÆZ÷7Š6,ìX(ÔZÖpÅWzZi~Tgf
Zzg÷áy»f™™ì÷ÔZÐ1e¯@*ìÔZzg‚ìZk»ZŠgZu™@*ìX(Z#ë÷āL‚ì
¸&ìātÂ»ZW,ìóÂz{ZÖpÅWzZiÆZW,Å!*]™gì÷;ZÖpÆpÅ7X®ZLi!*ã
gzZe$óÂz1z‚ìÆZ�Š6,izgŠîìXjZuŠgh+ZZÐ’k,6,½k,Å¯E¶î M™W»¶K:¯D

÷XŠgh+ZÆ_.tLñ�ŠÏÅâˆZÅŒ43š5é EGG]óì�f!�~Z#îyÐZ[J-¬WC
ì62X‚Š{F,+/V~Zk»|xtƒÇā1Åñ�ŠÏÔ¯xÆp»%œ/ìXªpŠÂZzgZk
Æ].1CgºpaZ7™DÔÉ1Åñ�ŠÏÇîg6,pÆ¿6,qz~ƒCìX(Å
W~„»~yLñ�ŠÏÅâˆZÅŒ43š5é EGG]óÅ§sìXWwZ£uzgäqàz(ÅÎZöóg~Æ
ñZiä~Zq-Šw8iï FFNZ¸gZìXLLqàÆ4,Šq-¿Zë„7å‰‰‰‰(ZkÒpÐic*Š{¿
6,„ó̧ó72X

(ìÔZ#āp) stable (Ôpz*y6,ZÖpÃZkaÌ¯EŠï÷āÂL)
(ìZzg(wìXÂŒÛd$ZÓ~.UÅâ#ìÔZzgpŠzgZi»gUÅ§bìX unstable L)

Â6,¤/Ä‡ìǵeìÔp6,7XÂ:zZCzZÆìÔZzgp:I¾ÔzZ!ZzgªÏìX(
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ÂÅZÆÅæŠÐpÅzZøCŠ*Ã‡1~ǵeT÷Xt¿¸‹!-B5Ïî
GE
G6,¸]¡{»P{

èäÆáZŠsìÔZzg(ÆAÆ_.ÇÃ¥â]zx@Z]zñ�ŠZ]ÐÝ™**ìX
(Z#të÷āLÃðìwx@Z]ZzgzZu]Æ%aZ7ƒYóÂZq-ãCŠ~|»ZÖg
™D÷Ô1Zq-x@{ÄìÑ]ÔZìÑ]Ô�íìÑ]ÃLaZó™Yì;Zq-„cznÆ
ŠÚÆÄÚøZ]ƒMh÷ÔZÐ(ZKW~„~(Š¶6,»gÃ7WDXx@{ìwÃaZ
™@*ìÔ!*ÇOÔ1Z#ìwaZƒY@*ìÔi!*yÆÂx~ŠZ4ƒY@*ìÔªcnèZÖg~
WY@*ìÂìwÅŠ*6,x@}ÅxZã7ƒCẌgÙ:ŒV(÷á²~Å«°pLLËòZzg
_·YÑóóÐ¾ŠgŠzg−‰÷X(x@}Zzgìw~Ôc*ÂZzgp~',Z{ègZ„Zzg7V
âÎÆgº»¦g7™D÷;z{i!*yÃ!*CÙÅ|»¦J‚Š{@BCkƒD
÷XZka�ÛâD÷āÇÅzÝÔx@Z]ÅÒ]Å%ƒyì;Íc*ÇŠxŠx6,x@Z]Å
Š*»Š„ôì;Çð7™@*ÔF™@*ì;Ç»gcZ0+gÅY+$7Ô!*CÙÅ§sìX™s

/V~÷á²~Æçã»u*x@Z]ÅŠ*Ô!*CÙÅ-Ô{gYŠ*ìXZÏK~(h̃}Å
!gëg~ÆaLŠgc*}W>óÅU»f™™D÷Ô�Zq-ìàpìÔ1tŠgc*ZzgW>ÜÇZâ
Æx@}ÐaZƒðìXŒV¼ãCŠ~!*'ÃZ0+Ziƒð÷Xx@}ÔzZCÔZÆ6,izg
ŠïƒñÔt!*]ÃzVÐZzÍgSìāWyUZzgSîZ7g{aZùƒ@*ì?(zqà
÷á²~»Zq-‚Š{̄7™D÷:ic*Š{Ðic*Š{ÇqzV6,Š·yŠzÔZzgŒÛd$ZÓ~.Z7g}a
ZƒDYNÐXZkiâä~LŠzgZi»gUzZ7g{óñ8ïEEL‰[Ô̧Zzg÷áh+ZkaāZq-Ša
¦gÆZ§¸XpŠ(äUzZ7g{Å�°=Šg`Å÷Ôz{Òyzšº)Å6,ZãÂ1VÆ
It#Å(ßg]÷X(UÆaLz{¿èÅéìóZzgZ7g}ÆaLz{¿èìóÅ
Vw7™D÷XUzZ7g{ÅZkzŸs#ÆˆÔ(ä‚gZizgZyÅ].]Ô0+g]Zzg®Ä6,
Šc*ìX(ÅZyçV»qÝtìāUzZ7g{ZÏz‰Ü@*i{ÔZg@*Zzg**ŠgƒYìÔZ#z{
LŒÛd$ZÓ~.óƒXZ,VäÃgÏZzg²!ÆZÃgŠg`™ÆtzZã™äÅÃÒÌÅìāZy
ZÃg»ŒÔŒÛd$ZÓ~.$]zZ7gZ]~āìX}n~»tÄŠg`™D÷:

!‘',̈zgÄgzuöß1�
Ézë+z¯gZïŠgyð„Z`

ªL~ÁtÆ̈ZzggÄgZzguÃÓxgZ]aOg;XW`Ézë+z̄Æyð~ƒZßWð
ìþóXaVā1ÐÅzzÐu)DgìÔ̈zgÄg»g8-$+mg;ÔZkatªÉzë+z̄
Æyð~ïÆŠgWäÅéåX(»‚gZizgZk!*]6,ìāZ7g}!*CÙñ�Š÷XOVpz{
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Vw~æZÃg7™D÷ÔZy~{gYŠ*ÅZyZâ»f™™D÷qUZzgZ7g{¯c*
Y@*ìXUzZ7g{ÅtŸs#{à}éìÔZzgZkÅgzÝ~ZÃg»_·¡zZ{Ô4yZv

‰@*W,»ZÖgìXZ7g{¾§bZq-!3‹§õ EGÐŠzu}ZÔ!3‹§õ EG~pÃv™@*ìÔZzgZÏŠzgZ
y~¾§bpÅ¡Òï G

ELâ:ƒYCìÔZkY+$(ÅWøg~gZÉð7™CX}n~Æ
qgz!*ÑÄ~ÜszÝÅª»Òy7ÔÉZ7g}ÅæŠÐZkª~6çãÌaZ
ƒñ÷;LÁtÆ̈zgÄzgzuÆÓxgZ]1Ð¢8óZq-pìÔZ#ZkpÃ÷á²äLÉz
ë+z̄~ïÆŠgWäóÅ,wÆfg)ÒyHÂÜsªpZq-Šzu}fg)Ðv
7ƒZÉ¬pÅ¡Òï G

ELâ:Ìƒð;z™wÅqªÆ**iuÔ¤/m,0*ÔZ•ð˜Ï]»s~ģ
¡]ÆZk¿Ð‡ìƒŠH�øg}Z½¦x@}»zì;̃xÅ{ñÙzZØÃ{gY¡~
!Š=ç
EXLŒäi!*yŠ~XwŠzZ�VÅæŠÐZq-5ìàŠ*aZƒð;tŠ*!*CÙ»@7ÔÉ
Z7gZCÒyÆfg)aZƒðìÔZzgZÏÆZ0+gz�ŠgBbìÔ®ZZkÆçãÆaëZßà
îg6,Z7gZCyÅ§s„g�q™,Ð;ªZÏzZøCŠ*~ŠZ4ƒVÐÔTÐ(zqà
egD÷XŠw8iï FF!*]tìā(Z,FZÃgŠg`™D÷ÔX~ÑÅg~Ô<Ô)[ÔzgZ}

[Š!*]ªCÙƒñ÷Ô1(ZyÅƒ~‚g~ÂzÂÔ&ËÃ],ªLUîVÃŠï÷X
@(ÅÃ~pÅŠ*IÅ˜õEZzgzZcÐ„g]ìÔ1z{ZkŠ*Å¸]Zzg»g™ŠÏÐ

zZ�÷Xt|(ÅÃÐZzÍ7āZq-§sp
+B5Ðö
GE

GÔìàÔÑÅg~Š*Ðmg‚r
ì)TÅzŸs#ÐZyÅW¤/m,™Cì(ÔÂŠzu~§spÅZq-Šzu~Š*ÌìÔ�|
~L�Yúóì;aVā�YúìÔZka�`ÅÇģÂVÅWâ`Ç{ÌìXaVāp
�Y¸ÂVÅWâ`Ç{ìÔZkaÇgZŠZg}ZÐWàc*ßYÅú~Ì',z}»gÑD÷X�Y
¸ÂVÅ‚g~(pÅŠ*~',0*ƒC÷XZMZg~¸]Æzä™Š{c*ZkÅ×e$~zä™Š{
çãÔ�`ÅÀòdcZzgÎZz‡]Ä~Ç~uZe$™YD÷XçãZ#ZXŠc*zäƒD
÷ÂZq-£x6,gu7YDÔZq-£xÐŠzu}£xÅ§sÔZq-6ÐŠzu}6ÅY+$

ZzgZq-�Y¤/z{ÐŠzu}�Y¤/z{Å‚^™D÷XpZq-−ìT6,È7!*0+JY
Y;z{WÐÔSŠOÔQŠOÔSkY+$ÔQk§s(,k„`Y@*ìXZKZkS¤Å¯6,pÔñç»

ZK̈ãÃL"%œ/ó™äÅ)©à&¢Ag‚rì;ªL~óc*Lëó�`~ñ�ŠçãÆö»z0
YD÷ÔZzgZKËZ•ð˜Š*c*ËÇï]Ã”]ÐZìÅƒ@*ŠÙ÷;øg~ZgZŠe$Ô
øg~ZÐZŠe$çãÆZkö~',~§bgz0+~YCìXZyczŸ]ÅgzÝ~(»tZ½k
Š&ÀŸ/õ GG:
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´ZðäZ#ªÓ:Ó#ÖÑzqÅÂ²[ÅpŠuÅÍZg{:™ÃÔZzgŒz'
',0*ƒNXZkÆaZq-§sÂs`z){‰ªÝ½K‰āWiZŠ~ZzgpŠu~
Ã0*âw™Š,;Šzu~§sèIßÍVÃgØ'Š~Iā,zŠg»X;N
Ôªtā�¼ƒ@*ì}.ZÆ¬Ðƒ@*ì;ZkÅDe$}.ZÅDe$ìXZkÆ
£«~3!ä°w»X÷á#HÔªtā}.Z¬ŠwìÔZzgz{L°wÆ
Üs7™@*XtŠzâVìÑ]‚B‚Bg^:“ÔpZŠOÂÓ#Ö»izgZŠO
a¶œ~ÆW¸iÐWë[D»ÑzqƒZÔZzgZ÷á²{ÆìÑ]ÓxŠ*6,
Y‰ÔXÐtìÑ];Šbā}.ZÆa°w¢zg~7;!*Š÷á{}.Z»‚t
ìÔ!*Š÷á{Å³]}.ZÅ³]ZzgZkÅÂ�}.ZÅÂ�ìXZyìÑ]äÄV
ÅWiZŠ~ÔŠ8~ÔgZ„ÍðÔ—ã»!*Ç{Ø™Šc*ÔZÜt6,.e$ZdŠgZÅ
ÂÁèIÔpZÜ¹)bÆÄZyt÷:ZˆyÔÂZäÔéÔ,ÔIz]ÔÂ/
z){z){XWiZŠ~ZzghÍð»ÄZyZÜ¹Â1V~7ïYXGzñ“‹ï EGÆ

ôzVDÙZgzVZÃg÷ÔpŠ8~ZzgWiZŠ~Æp}{w{w÷82X
ZzZb�,œ~~tìÑ]ZgŠzW~{áZz!CkƒD÷X½ã&Š;ÇVˆF,¹
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