P NTIZE 16 o B OusEeaoh

ff:.(j?,l/)lk_,ﬁ}l%(dgl:,[g
*’/{!J‘»f

“Knowledge and Religious Experience” an address by Igbal
Mahmood Ali Anjum

Abstract:

"Prof. Dr. Asif Awan's explanatory book "Igbal ka Paihla
Khutba, llm aur Mazhabi Tajrba: Tahqeeqi o Tozeehi
Mutalia" helps a lot to understand what Allama
Muhammad Igbal has tried to express. He left no stone
unturned to make this lecture easier to understand for
readers of all levels. The quite interesting and easy
language, explanatory notes and references made this
book more comprehensive and authentic. No other book
of such level has been written to date to understand this
lecture."

Key Words:

Dr. Allama Muhammad Igbal, Knowledge, Religious
Experience, Prof. Dr. Mohammad Asif Awan
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“It is the vision of the soul; that power by which
spiritual things are apprehended just as material things

are apprehended by the physical senses.”
it L e Lir L iy
“In its attitude towards the Ultimate Reality, it is

opposed to the limitations of man; it enlarges his claims

and holds out the prospect of nothing less than a direct

vision of Reality.”
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“The term “Subliminal Self”, was coined by F.W.H.,
Myers in the 1890 which soon became popular in
“religious psychology” to designate what was believed
to be the larger portion of the self lying beyond the level
of consciousness yet constantly influencing thought and
behaviour as in parapsychic phenomena. With William
James, the concept of subliminal self came to stand for
the area of human experience in which contact with the

divine life may occur.”
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“Psychologically speaking, all states, whether their content
is religious or non-religious, are organically determined.

The scientific form of mind is as much organically

determined as the religious.”(m)
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By the intellectual test I mean critical interpretation,
without any presupposition of human experience, generally

with a view to discover whether our interpretation leads us
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ultimately to a reality of the same character as is revealed

by religious experience.
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The Pragmatic Test judges it by its fruits .
Z U [4(}/4_;07}(Pragmatic Test)JjLJTJffujZZi/JGl
J~(Pragmatic Test) Jj LT J’f Qf - 3/’/ & (Fruits ) /
;o{)d/u}d’!_w&mﬁgﬁsmﬁwujégjuu
‘u:fgénd"wé.;"u?zu’(gﬂ},é&,ff_r@gﬁmm
G-t G T 2230 L Tos plpesnEn LA
Zrsiadtet i S e S L F i
éﬂ' L. f U‘; "édl.»pl:’/(lntellectual Test)Jj Lﬂu‘b Ve Ayt
PP IS N OSY A IS TR SN PSP P
i AP Ft e S o A o el SR
The former is applied by the philosopher, the latter by the

prophet .

s wlsl e .L.f/: §(Intellectual Test) u“j LT u‘b %L Ji £ P
S J S %{JL}'I 14 < .L.f/'/; §(Pragmatic Test) ftjf Jf
sl Jt L/u”’b Oubt 6 (Intellectual Test) -b/f.fp U’*J' o
- L//f'?‘ bt € (Pragmatic Test) Lt uLf R u’i o S



el NTIZE 16 o B OusEeaoh
/;lgﬂ/“,:&:"@lu?jbfLol:’d/?/(!///‘??,lﬂt"g,ﬂ’d/u;/ré;fg
AR T T s 538wt L T
u?.’él.}K(Intellectual)fl.)fdl‘J/u?cﬂ‘.)ﬂﬁé{/&i/l{[{.(}/
il S L Bk L S
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Knowledge is  sense___perception elaborated by

understanding.”(m)

-‘gaffc(‘}"z?ufu’?%(t{uﬂmﬁéugﬁ‘
o i Yo" LSSl Bons§ $ost P St T
MLt L AP FE e o e e ki
e dE S el bl 5 2 St s bolleen L § P S L L
Qg™ 2 boools o 0 (S S i Qo o 2 s
“= bl Fansiml ‘el e G e L i
Kl K
:c‘-mtafz.nz./ugﬁ/' u:/;ﬁ;gy/,’/fﬁ;’;%é4rm.g S
O e B 05E r  9F 2 s JO) o3 LU
el e do B L5 et e §L S
LglKﬂz.b.wdyt*%tg)u,d/ut/'/,létu@mﬁ;l/.{%.@n
4 JIJ%;4JJ/G7 fﬁ;m;.bﬁ;&&gﬂm&gfﬂ[
(")“_4_0,;
0 i o UL wmlrnﬁ”;g/,fufuééfuﬁggw
g;/l}uff “:,/.:)Lp”u";/mﬁ;gﬂ/(ﬁﬁnuf.};l}‘ai“/iﬁ;t/:{?
Qs Us I Syd i B 057 s Sl e b2 Uae e
ufJuK&”)be/ij;QﬂfujaiufK/Uuzuj 5 e £ s alee
Ja/“b»/m/'J,wufio%}(&iLl,LgLJL/ﬁ;mf’w:w by
e W Ll d Zoad s g F
_c‘-gfg;,z/“wnKuwmm;,y’u(ﬁur/’rw,g Ay
oD ok Ghilesogk s i a s $b laog)a 8], 50157
0 g;i\JL,.Z,OL;,:.»b *5% o Gt a0 35 25 Msh
G 031 T s 31 F50 0831 3 phes OB 66 0da s 55



2 NTIZE 16 o B OusEeaoh
830w e 0,21 355815 0833 OL;)JLL;:ASB}A\OC;\)LQEES\QGS"
AN L 0t L S50t ik 3L ot A Gideo g2

o 0655593‘4-}3%‘6'}6\33350@5&33
u;u'&: (é‘%g‘;j)gﬁ/cjwvﬁé_ﬂﬁjléuge!f:}(f;/t'«)”
/w’-‘éﬁtgJ?{,z‘a&.}/u_L/uf;,g‘«_qui‘@mm:E
e DB Ll gl ()L sUPbedied o5 silF
UU/M;Inb.{)‘/'/;l/i'}/:ln..{:‘/'u/i'}/_ﬁ/,:;/l:fﬂcqouﬁ|(LT&V
e JJ}LJI?-KJ{LJIL%//,!/,(L&U)iu”l}(»:f_
;?.L(r_d/gzﬁj_J;(:f_u’!’)la’:/)(r_u;”’[T)Lu’!’ﬁ_JJ»?J)’L,(
Ezyg/d/);c;fi.u’l’&f?;ul?ﬂé'_}éf/?u’l’:_u'lf’bg}é_u”
uyyec.(o»"‘/o?rlﬂ)&l)l&J;'/'aiuf_c.b(;.f;'}a: ¢
u/@!gu’luf f/c,wu»!&fiz_a}'/! /Lw’iw M,
s
“By the star when it setteth,
Y our compatriot erreth not, nor is he led astray.

Neither speaketh he from mere impulse.

The Qur'an is no other than the revelation revealed to him:
One strong in power taught ﬁlim,

Endomith wisdom with even balance stood he

In the highest part of the horizon:

Then came he nearer and approached,

And was at the distance of two bows or even closer-

And he revealed to the servant of God what he revealed:

His heart falsified not what he saw:

What! will ye then dispute with him as to what he saw?
He had seen him also another time

Near the Sidrah tree which marks the boundary:

Near which is the garden of repose:
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When the Sidrah tree was covered with what covered it:
His eye turned not aside, nor did it wander:

For he saw the greatest of the signs of the Lord”
(53:1-18)"®
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The Qur'an is no other than the revelation revealed to him:
-élgtTThat‘L. It, ThiskJZ_ = The Quransi) uf.’.?}'d/“/f!
[53:5-7] 41
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"One strong in power taught it him,

Endowed with wisdom with even balance stood he

In the highest part of the horizon"
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"And he revealed to the servant of God what he revealed"
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"His heart falsified not what he saw"
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"The (Prophet's) (mind and) heart in no way falsified that
which he saw" .
(Yusuf Ali)

"The heart lied not (in seeing) what it saw." (Pickthal)
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"His heart lies not of what he saw;" (Arberry)('q)
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Lecture
a The
terrible Strong
Endued Endowed
his servant the servant of God
his The

}ju.fc”'.}'cc&%LJ@’J)@/JZ&Q_M:,EU{/@J?W

!‘Lgndﬁa/)ﬁ&@f;&&djfﬂl&f‘
“If ever upon the stupid day-length time-span of any self or
saint either, some vision breaks to roll his life and ours into
new channels, it can only be because that vision admits into
his soul some trooping invasion of the concrete fullness of
eternity. Such vision doubtless means subconscious

readiness and subconscious resonance too, — but the
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expansion of the unused air-cells does not argue that we

have ceased to breathe the outer air: - the very opposite!”
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Muhammad Igbal, Allama, The Reconstruction of Reiligious

Thought in Islam, Page: 16-17
19. For English and Urdu Translations of the Holy Quran, visit:
httpi/ / Www.Openburhan.net/
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ete.html, Lectures XVI and XVII, Pages 287-288

William James, Varieties of Religious Experience (London:
Longman, Green, and Co., 1905), Page # 380-381
The characteristics of religious experience described by William

James are as follows:

1.Ineffability:

The handiest of the marks by which I classify a state of mind as
mystical is negative. The subject of it immediately says that it
defies expression, that no adequate report of its contents can be
given in words. It follows from this that its quality must be directly
experienced; it cannot be imparted or transferred to others. In this
peculiarity mystical states are more like states of feeling than like
states of intellect. No one can make clear to another who has never
had a certain feeling, in what the quality or worth of it consists.
One must have musical ears to know the value of a symphony; one
must have been in love one's self to understand a lover's state of
mind. Lacking the heart or ear, we cannot interpret the musician or

the lover justly, and are even likely to consider him weak-minded
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or absurd. The mystic finds that most of us accord to his
experiences an equally incompetent treatment.

2.Noetic quality:
Although so similar to states of feeling, mystical states seem to
those who experience them to be also states of knowledge. They
are states of insight into depths of truth unplumbed by the
discursive intellect. They are illuminations, revelations, full of
significance and importance, all inarticulate though they remain;
and as a rule, they carry with them a curious sense of authority for
after—time.
These two characters will entitle any state to be called mystical, in
the sense in which I use the word. Two other qualities are less
sharply marked but are usually found. These are— :

3.Transiency:
Mystical states cannot be sustained for long. Except in rare
instances, half an hour, or at most an hour or two, seems to be the
limit beyond which they fade into the light of common day. Often,
when faded, their quality can but imperfectly be reproduced in
memory; but when they recur it is recognized; and from one
recurrence to another it is susceptible of continuous development
in what is felt as inner richness and importance.

4.Passivity.
Although the oncoming of mystical states may be facilitated by
preliminary voluntary operations, as by fixing the attention, or
going through certain bodily performances, or in other ways which
manuals of mysticism prescribe; yet when the characteristic sort of
consciousness once has set in, the mystic feels as if his own will
were in abeyance, and indeed sometimes as if he were grasped and
held by a superior power. This latter peculiarity connects mystical
states with certain definite phenomena of secondary or alternative
personality, such as prophetic speech, automatic writing, or the
mediumistic trance. When these latter conditions are well

pronounced, however, there may be no recollection whatever of the
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phenomenon, and it may have no significance for the subject’s
usual inner life, to which, as it were, it makes a mere interruption.
Mpystical states, strictly so—called, are never merely interruptive.
Some memory of their content always remains, and a profound
sense of their importance. They modify the inner life of the subject
between the times of their recurrence. Sharp divisions in this
region are, however, difficult to make, and we find all sorts of
gradations and mixtures .

These four characteristics are sufficient to mark out a group of
states of consciousness peculiar enough to deserve a special name

and to call for careful study.
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