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“Epic poem by Bagha Sing Virk”
Dr.Saeed Ahmed

Abstract:

This research article focuses on an unpublished legendary epic titled
Bagha Singh Virk ki Var” by Punjabi poet Mian Dara of the eighteenth
century. This epic discusses the ambition of Virk and Kharal tribes to
capture pastures for cattle-grazing and domination over others. The bravery
of central character, Rai Amir Kharal, has been appreciated in this epic
story. Its events are significant enough to be reflected in the oral history of
Punjab including folk literature and folk tradition. The research effort of the
author has resulted in the preservation of an unpublished, rich and rare part
of heritage of Punjabi literature.
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"From Jhamra onwards the Upera kharrals were all
powerful. According to theirown account Danabad
is named after a Virak, and they obtained their
position on the Ravi about the middle of the 16th
century by dispossessing the Virak tribe when led by
Mallu, the first Upera Kharal of renown. The Virkas
have always remained their hereditary foes. Unlike
the Sials and Kamalia Kharrals the Upera Khrrals
never withdrew from the Bar." (3)
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"In the course of fighting, Sardar Amir died of
gunshot. His followers were turned out of Sandal
Bar. When Wazir Singh felt relieved from the side of
Sardar Amir he turned his attention to Ran Singh
Bahrwalia and started armed opreations against him.
Ran Singh died at Bahrwal in 1781." (6)
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Punjab Government, Gazetter of the Chenab Colony (Lahore: -3
Civil and Militory Gazette, 1905), 17.
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Bhagat Singh, A History of the Sikh Misals (Patiala: Punjabi -6
University, 1993),253.
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