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Abstract:

Khayyam, Wine and Bhitai

Much of the world’s poetry contains discussion about wine. Poets of
different languages have symbolically used wine in their poetry. It is presented
as a source of ecstasy or as an escape from the worldly affairs, a cure for pain
and a link with the creator. In a way poetry world over is somehow associated
with enchanting effects of wine. A large number of classical and modern Per-
sian poets have recurrently referred to liquor, wineglass, intoxication and tav-

erns as symbols.

The discussion about wine in world literature will always be incom-
plete without the mention of poet Hakeem Umar Khayyam of Nishapur, Iran.
He is considered as one of the most prominent and important poet of Persian
language and liquor is undoubtedly the most prominent subject of his poetry.
His poetry is replete with references to wine, pubs, potters, preachers and
wine butlers. Similarly references to wine are found in Shah Latif’s poetry.
Some verses of Latif’s such as Sur Kalyan mention liquor whereas in Sur Yaman
Kalyan there is a tale of wine servers and wine drinkers and in the same con-

text there are verses which contain the symbolic mention of wine and tavern.

| have highlighted the collective thought of Khayyam and done a
comparative study of his and Shah Latif’s poetry with reference to wine. This is

a unique and ground-breaking study of its kind in Sindhi language.
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,.w.: | taste a liquor never brewed /.E.; <®

“| taste a liquor never brewed —
From Tankards scooped in Pearl —
Not all the Frankfort Berries

Yield such an Alcohol!

Inebriate of air—am | —

And Debauchee of Dew —

Reeling — thro’ endless summer days —
From inns of molten Blue —

When “Landlords” turn the drunken Bee
Out of the Foxglove’s door —

When Butterflies — renounce their “drams” —
I shall but drink the more!

Till Seraphs swing their snowy Hats —
And Saints — to windows run —

To see the little Tippler

Leaning against the — Sun!”®
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| went to the worst of bars
hoping to get

killed.

but all | could do was to
get drunk

again.(a)
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“It is quite appropriately claimed that Khayyam was the poet of des-
tiny. However, it will be very wrong of us to think that he was a fatalist, at
least by the common understanding and definitions that we have of this
word. There are two major schools of thought in trying to classify Omar Khay-
yam's Rubaiyat. One claims that he was highly influenced by Islamic
mysticism, and particularly sufism, and his references to wine and lovers are
allegorical representations of the mystical wine and divine love. A second
school of thought refutes the first completely, claiming that Khayyam under-
stood his mortality and inability to look beyond, and his references to wine
and lovers are very literal and sensual.”®”
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2. https://www.poets.org/poetsorg/poem/i-taste-liquor-never-brewed-214

3. Charles Bukowski "The suicide kid" https://www.poets.org/text/poems-about-
drinking

4. Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam (Philosophy) http://www.okonlife.com/life/
philosophy.htm
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