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Abstract:

(Research on Shah Latif before Dr. Trumpp by Europeans)

Shah Abdul Latif Bhitai is an acknowledged poet of Sindh but his
name and fame is spread all over the world. His Risalo is acknowledged
across Pakistan and the wider diaspora as the greatest classic of Sindhi litera-
ture. Shah Jo Risalo is a poetic compendium of famous Sindhi Sufi poet Shah
Abdul Latif. Long before Ernest Trump, Captain George Stack, in about 1850,
had started compiling of Shah jo Risalo but due to his death he could not fin-
ish the work. However, in 1852, famous orientalist Richard Burton in his book
‘History of Sindh’ gave basic account of Shah Latif and his poetry. In 1852,
Marry Frere, a writer and the daughter of Sir Bartle Frere (the then Commis-
sioner of Sindh) had also taken interest in the poetry of Shah Latif. But all
such efforts made by these persons were incomplete and without substance.
Mr. Dayaram Gidumal has rightly observed in his book Sigma (1882) that it is
a shame, an utter shame, that a poet like Abdul Latif is so much neglected by
Europeans. Sir Bartle Frere, while serving as the Commissioner of Sindh gave
a liberal grant to Dr. Trumpp for working on the Risalo, its editing, publishing
etc and the said edition is still extent (p. 4). We the people of Sindh owe a
tribute to Dr. Trumpp who worked tirelessly to compile poetry of Shah Latif.
He prepared Sindhi type writer with Sindhi words to type poetry of Shah in
proper manner. Despite his personal efforts and assistance from Educational
Department of Sindh, he could not publish the complete Risalo of Shah Latif
as four Surs (Melodies) could not be included in the book. He published the
book from Leipzeg, Germany and it is considered as the first ever published
Risalo of Latif. It would not be out of place to say that Risalo compiled by Dr.
Trumpp is the Magna Carta of he history of Sindhi literature. All remaining
collections of Shah are directly or indirectly inspired from the works of Dr.

Trumpp.
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1. English - Sindhi Dictionary (1849)

2. A Grammar of Sindhi Language (1849)

3. Sindhi - English Dictionary (1854)
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Sindh and Races that inhabit in valley of Indus (1849)

Sindh or the unhappy valley (1852)

Falconry in the valley of Indus (1852)
Sindh Revisited (1877)
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Think not, O man, that these mere couplets, they are signs (from God
to man)

They bear these to thy Friend, and have inspired these with true

|oven(11)
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“The Sun the fourth, who sets when | my weary task begin;

“The Moon is foe the fifth, because she will not early rise;

“ Sixth comes the Wind to hide with dust his footprints from
mine eves;

“A seventh foe the Bock | find, to wound my tender feet.

“Alack, poor woman, Fate's Decree will grant you no retreat!*®
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