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Abstract.

Shaikh Ayaz was a renowned and trend-setter poet of the modern
Sindhi poetry. His poetry was full of creativity, aesthetics and modern thinking.
He was in the class of the poets and writers who are well-acquainted with the
best literature of the world. As a poet he was not only aware of the magic of
words but also the delicacy of expression. His literary works are in fact the
combination of deep study and art of expression. It is very rare that poetry of a

poet may be balanced in the art of expression and has also a deep thought init.

The literary works of Shaikh Ayaz are found to be under the deep in-
fluence of four traditions: a mystic tradition of classical Sindhi Poetry, philo-
sophical depth of Persian Poetry, aesthetic expression and delicacy of Hindi
Poetry and a touch of the blank verse of European poetry. Ayaz has borrowed
a great deal from them in his literary works. If his poetry may be studied with
full concentration, one would easily find a great impact of the art of expres-
sion and thought of Shah Latif, Sachal, Bahoo, Bulay Shah, Shah Hussain, War-
is Shah, Madhu Lal, Baba Fareed, Wali, Meer, Galib, Faiz, Umar Khayaam,
Rumi, Khusru, Hafiz, Kabeer, Meeran, Kaleedas, Umaro, Widya Pati, Tulsidas,
Umrao ul Qais, Khalil Jibran, Tagor, Nazrul Islam, Turudutt, Pablo Neruda, Vic-
tor Jara, Shiv Sang, Pushkin, Baudlare, Tolstoy, Dosto Fiske, Sartre, Shopinhar,
Kafka, Kamiyo, Shelley, Shakespeare, Chasseur, Milton, Keats, William Blake,
Bayern, Wordsworth, Walt witman, T.S. Eliot, Leopardi, Edgar Ellen Po, Lorca,
Nazim Hikmat, Aena Ekhtwa, Kazan Zakis, Hemingway, Rasool Hamza Toof,
Homer, Saifo and many other nationally and internationally celebrated literary

figures, poets and scholars.
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Come, poet, up
Lets’ sing and shine,
How ever dull the earth is.

I will pour the sunshine that is mine,

And you — your own, in verses!

The wall of gloom, the jail of night

Our double salvo crushed, and helter —skelter,
Verse and light, in jolly tumult rushed.

The sun gets tired and says good night

To sleep away his cares,

Than | blaze forth with all my might,

And day once more up flares.

Shine up on high, shine down on earth,

Till lifes’ own source runs dry.

Shine on- for all your blooming worth...”
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| said to the almond tree:

friend! Talk to me of God
and almond tree blossomed (8).
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“Give Me Strength

This is my prayer to thee, my lord---strike,

strike at the root of penury in my heart.

Give me the strength lightly to bear my joys and sorrows.
Give me the strength to make my love fruitful in service.
Give me the strength never to disown the poor

or bend my knees before insolent might.

Give me the strength to raise my mind

high above daily trifles.

And give me the strength to surrender my strength

to thy will with love 7O
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when it is warm with love.

Now that I'm old

some charming woman's face

will sometimes waft between my lashes

YOUR SWEETLY SCENTED LIPS
My fingers would slip through your curly hair, all through the night,

and her smile will stir my blood (11) while you were fast asleep and | was keeping watch by your side.
v Your eyebrows well shaped, as if drawn with a delicate pencil,
s> g’x‘{"“t““ﬂﬁﬁouﬁl Ot“‘*’“‘.&“’*’f) seemed to sketch an arch where my gaze could nestle and be at rest.

. Your glistening eyes reflected the distances of the sky
_ > P ’ = at dawn and | tried to keep a single tear from misting them.
obel J,,.a)‘,i’}l)s_,auq)g,wob Your sweetly scented lips, whenever you spoke, made the boulders

L. T and blighted trees blossom and night gales flutter their wings.(12)
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