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 Literature of Migration 

Said Ul Amin Ahsan Kheshki 

ABSTRACT: 
(Besides its matchless richness and perfection, Arabic 
literature has indelible impacts and influences not only 
upon the adjacent contemporary nations, but on the far- 
flung continents, their languages, collective thinking, and 
literary trends as well. Their presence established centers of 
learning in Medina ,had been shifting from the peninsula of 
Hejaz to Damascus, from Persia to the Iberian Peninsula, 
from Spain to the Ottomans at Constantinople, from 
Central Asia to South Asia, contributed magnificently  in 
sciences, theology and literature, philosophy and 
metaphysics .Leaving and brushing aside all the 
comprehensiveness and perfectionism of the Arabic 
literature, an attempt has been made to focus upon a 
specific  literary school of thought, Adab Mahjar, or 
„literature of Émigré‟, produced by Arab-American men of 
letters  during their migration/ stay at and  to  the United 
States of America in 91th  and 02th centuries. The prominent 
literary figures affiliated with the school, had a multi-
faceted literary approach, unique experience amalgamated 
with Oriental and Occidental knowledge, eagerness of 
enriching the Arabic prose and poetry with modern 
thinking and trends, and an unwavering commitment of 
serving their language. In the same passion and fashion it 
has been strived to touch upon the literary and scholarly 
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works produced by Afghan writers during their migration 
and stay to and at Pakistan).  
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“When the Prophet (AS) died in 230 AD the Arabs were 
trembling with energy and faith, ready to explode, on to the 
world stage. Led by the first four „righteous Caliphs‟ Abu 
Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali (230-229)  they raced with 

exuberance of their message across most of what was 
civilization. Within decades they arrived at Spain in the 
West and Sind in the East. It seemed nothing could stop 
them. 
“The world had not seen anything like that early Muslim 
explosion. The Roman conquests had been slow and steady. 
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Alexander the great had effected a spectacular entry into 
Asia, but Alexander was like a meteor and immediately 
after he died his Greek empire fell apart. The Muslims 
brought with them a fresh civilization, a new way of 
looking at and living life; they had come to stay”*  
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Syria(which comprises present Syria, Lebanon and a part 

of Palestine) in the past was home to the large Christian 
fellowship till shortly before  the advent of Islam. Mention 
may be made here that most of the immigrant poets and 
writers in form Lebanon were of Christian origin. In the 
course of history, Lebanon fell under the rule of Ottoman 
caliph Sultan Abdul Hamid. Being oppressed by the 
despotic regime of the caliph the oppressed people had no 
other option but to humbly leave their country. In the last 
few decades of 91th century and early decades of 02th 
century ,a group of Arab literature migrated to North and 
South America and produced there a literary  form known 
as Mahjar literature or migration literature. These writers of 
Arab origin not only wrote in Arabic but also in English, 
Spanish and Portuguese languages. *    
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“….Actually Syrian migration started in 9581 to be precise 

.It is reported that in between 9582 and 9122 around 9/3rd 
of the total population migrated to the foreign lands.

˺۲۰۴
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..The term “Mahjar” is derived from the Arabic 
root”Hijra”which means migration. Here in the Arabic 
context of Arabic literature the term Mahjar denotes a 
school of modern Arabic literature that was developed by 
the migrant Arabs in the North and South America in the 
late 91th and early 02th centuries. *  

During late 91th and 02th centuries, Lebanon witnessed the 

despotic regime of Ottoman Sultanat of Abdul Hamid.His 
regime was that of oppression, lack of freedom, as well as 
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respect of human dignity along with bad economic 
condition. In such a harsh condition, people were often 
detained or imprisoned on one pretext or the other *۔
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ت کے " وں ميں بہت سے لوگوں نے اپنیاس وقت ب ںتت اور طرز قتور طا اديں نصي ŧ
 ƚ ن ريں تت

ا،مثلا مصر ميں ڈاکٹر طہٰ نگارش کی از حاصل  کں ں ،عباس محمود العقااد، بدولت امت ن  حسں
را ںم، اتب ت الحکي ں

ن
،ککی بدااقاددر اماہیمتوف ن ،امد  سن  زاںا،،امد  اميں ں

ن
مبارک، سلامہ  زي

،ايں  موسٰ  ر ايں رہ ميں سے ہ  ں
ن
ام و لبنان  منفرد ادبی وغ ا ہے،ش  ت رکھت ں  ميں حں 

اس ںش ہ،  الں ںہ عقيںل،مارون عبود، عمر ابو ري بعي ارۃ الخوکشبکہ،ƙب رہ بھی یکرم ملŦم بب  ں
ن
 ايں  وغ

ں  ہی ںتت رکھتے ہ  نصي ŧ
 ƚ منفرد                                                                                    " 
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Despite large influence of the western literature on Mahjar 

school, it was equally influenced by the earlier modern 
Arabic literary schools like “Neo Classical School 
“pioneered by Mahmud Sami Al Barudi and nurtured  and 
developed upon by Ahmad Shawqi and Hafiz 
Ibrahim,the”Diwan School “of Shukri and Al Mazini and 
the “Apollo School” of Abu Shadi.Actually, this Mahjar 
literature is a hybrid of both English and Arabic 
literatures.”

ت کے قا  ہ ج ر یم مسلک کے اعتبار سے  ادبی” ں اس کے  ہیںتے ہو علومم ئلاداباء رومانن
ت پسند ساتھ ہی ت ں ںانی کو بھی پرستی اور قوم یحت اسلوب  انہوں نے اپنااںا ہے ان کے بب



s    

 

 

 

ا  یج ر مہ  ہے۔۔۔۔۔۔ جاتی ا ائی یاور پرکار سادگی بلا کیميں   کو ديں  ںروہکاادب کے ش 
ا  ميں  سمجھ ج مقصد کر اس کا ليںق  وه ايں طاقتور ادب کی  ہہےآات

ن الفاظ  ميں   سہےتتح
الا، کا بہتر و معانی ں ن ازاجاج ا ااںا جااور افکارو خن ال کی ميں   سئےيں ں  ز پر کوئیاپرو فکر و خن
ت کا راز بب  ادب کی اس ہو نہ یا ابند ر اور طاقت ں اث  ا یبلند پرواز اس کی ات ں  ميں  ئیاور فلک پ 
"       ۴۱*ہےن پنہا

Syrian Protestant College, forerunner to the famous 

American University of Berut, was founded in 
9522.Knwledge became recognized as the essential pre- 

requisite for political and spiritual freedom *
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Arabic writers were not working entirely in a vacuum,

however. There was a revivalist tradition extending back 
some fifty or sixty years before Gibran‟s life to great 
writers such as Nasif al-Yasiji and Butrus al-Bustani. Poets 
were aware of the trends in Western poetry and, since there 
was along and rich tradition of love poetry in the Arabic 
language, they were particularly attracted by English 
romantic poetry…this trend was continued in Egypt by 
several contemporaries of Mutran such as Abdur Rehman 
Shukri, Ibrahim al-Qadir al-Mazini and Abbas Mahmud al-
Aqqad, the main members of the so called Diwan 
School *  

 

 

It was very early in the century and at the hands of al-

Raihani and the Gibran that the possibility of a poem 
written in prose was suggested and given initial form,
although  with them it never reached  a truly mature stage.
Arabic poetry at this century was showing restlessness with 
more or less settled norms of neo-classicism…the Mahjar 
attempts at innovation were much more successful despite a 
weak linguistic basis in the two leading writers al-Raihani 
and Gibran. A keen initiation, a well- guided talent, a 
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basically different outlook colored by a persistent foreign 
cultural influence all helped to release the stream of 
creativity in these men. A movement of innovation and 
literary adventure, unequalled in the rest of Arab world,
was launched. *  

ر "  اعرادبی ۔۔۔زاںادہ تت اہکار ش  ، انکے موضوعا ئے ميں ا ا یش  ں مختلف  ، بھیجاتے ہ 
ں اس ميں قومی دانی ہ  ر طرح کے موضوع اور انداز ا ا  نیاور داستا اور وجب ،  ئےہ  ں جاتے ہ 
اعر اس ميں روحانی ا ہے س پر جبران او ملتی جھلک بھی کی یش  ر علومم ہوات عيںمہ کا ات 

ر ين
ن ۔۔۔۔بہترہے ری يں د کی تصوتں ن  شعراء  انھی نسبت بھی قصايں اور ان کے بعض معاصريں
اہکار جنوبی یالبتہ نثر ۔۔ ہے جاتی طرف کی کی ں  ميں کم ہی مہ ج ر  ش                                   "نظر آتے ہ 
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کے ا د یبوں نے ا د ب  کی ا کث ر  قسموں میں طبع ا  ز  مائی کی ہے،ا و ز  ا س میں نو بہ نو  مہ ج ر "شمالی 
ز ا ہیں بنائیں ا و ز  ا ں  پر  نئی نے ا پنے لئے نئی ںانہود کھائی ہیں  کاز ی ا ں ا و ز  کرشمہ سا ز  ی ا ںگلو

 میں ا نتخاب   کے بحرو ں ا و ز  ۔۔۔۔۔۔موضوعاب  ۓچل کر منزل سے ہم ا  غوس  ہو
نے د ا ستاں   انہوں۔۔۔۔ہے۔۔ کیا مظاہ ر ہ کا پسندی ج د ب   خاصی نے انہوں

 نویسی شرو ع کی تو ا ں  کی کہانیاں ا د ب ِ عربی کی بہترین کہانیاں قر ا ز  ی ا ئیں"
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د عربی ديں بلکہ وہ پہلا شخص تھا س  نکیروح پھو ادب ميں نہ صرف سچی جبران نے جب
 کھولا اور اس کے اسلوب ميں سادگی روازہد  کانے لوگوں کے سامنے سادگئ تعبیر

  ں اسلوب ادب ميں اس سے پہلے عربیـ ـ ـ ـ   تھی بھی یکے ساتھ ساتھ پرکار
 بھر کم قواعد کی یالفاظ اور بھار عام نہ تھا بلکہ جبران سے پہلے ادب جامد،بے معنی

ب  ح
ں زتن ںں رروںي ˹˻ا تھا*ہو جکڑا مب
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The Mad Man 9195,The Earth Gods 9139( ),The 

Forerunner 9132( ),The Prophet 9103 ,The 

Wanderer, Sand and Foam9102 ,The Broken 

Wings۹۱۹۱ ( ) Spirit Rebellious(

) ۔˼˹۵˺ Jesus the son of Man,9105.Secrets of the 

Heart(9118)

˻˺

 

 “The Wanderer 

The Heightening Flash 
There was a Christian bishop in his Cathedral on a stormy 
day and a woman came and stood before him, and she 
said,‟ I am not Christian, is there any salvation for me from 
hell fire‟? And the bishop looked upon the woman, and he 
answered her saying, “Nay, there is salvation for those only 
who are baptized of water and of the spirit”. 
And even as he spoke a bolt from the sky fell with thunder 
upon the Cathedral and it was filled with fire. 

And the men of the city came running, and they saved the 
woman, but the bishop was consumed, food of the fire, 
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* -Ahmed,Akbar.S.,Islam Today, A short Introduction to the Muslim              

World,I.B.Touris,6 Salem Road London,W2 4BU,571 Fifth Avenue,

New York NY 51151,2115 
* .Taluqdar,Mizazur Rahman, Senior Research Fellow with the Centre 

of Arabic and  African Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New 
Delhi Arabic Migration Literature of America, The Echo, Volume 
5,Issue 555,January 2152,Published by Department of Bengali,
Karimganj  College, Karimganj, Assam, India,   
* .Ibid,Page 25  

* .Ibid 
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