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Research and Critical Analysis of Swat
Nama

Javed Igbal*

Abstract

This is certain that Khushal Khan Khattak is a writer of number of voluminous
books. He wrote both in prose and verse envisages the whole new trends and genres of
his era. According to Major Roverty he is the author of more than 300 books in which
20 books are available. Swat Nama is one of his books which have been composed in
verse and very much closed to the modern genre of travelogue. Khushal Khan Khattak
expressed his views in this book which he was observed during his travel to Swat.
This book carry all the literary and knowledge based information related to history of
Pashtuns, geography, and religious etc. of inhabitants of Swat and political conscious
of the then Pashtuns as a whole. Swat Nama in verse can be considered is the first
travelogue of Pashto literature. A few writers and intellectuals placed this book in the
genre of reportage but by analyzing the contents of the book we can say that the book
under discussion is very similar to the modern genre of travelogue. This paper deals
with the contents as well as the fixation of genre in Pashto literature and effort has
been made that the literary and historical significance may be explained by presenting
some reference and evidences.
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”Another small book in verse is Sawat Nama which gives a graphic picture of
the locality Climate, scenery and the inhabitants of Sawat and was composed in
1086 A.H. [A.D. 1663] when Khushal visited that territory, with the object of
enlisting the help of people of that land against the Mughals. His reason for the
visit were evidently political, but Khushal gives us anther important cause,which
naturally throws much light on his character and shows that even at the age of
sixty four ,he felt so much attraction for hawks”.[2]
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Swat-nama of Khushal Kan Khattak is one such everlasting work of creative
writing which portrays not only the history and events of Khushal Khan’s timse
,but also depicts the discerning eye and critical appreciation of Khushal Khan
in dealing with the people and natural beauty of Sawat valley This work is of
considerable importance for historians and research scholars as it paints in elab-
orate details the relations that Khushal Khan had with the Mughal authorities
and important personalities of Swat in particular, and N.W.F.P in general.[4]
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