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Development of the Scholarly and Literary Activities
in Sindh under the Mughals: An analytical review

I ntroduction:

During the latter half of the fifteenth and in tearly six-
teenth century, the scions of the great houseroliTwere assert-
ing a world fame empire of their ancestors, and Sétans of
Delhi were endeavoring for the survival of theirthaarity and
power. At the time, Sindh was under the controltitod most
prominent Samma ruler, Jam Nizamuddin Nanda (14881
CE). The frontiers of his territories, “reachednfraghe ocean to
the Multan territory, above Bakhar, on the one side; and from the
Rajput desert and Kach, to the Bolan Pass and Biglao on the
other; comprehending, the Delta of the Indus and the country on
the both sides of the river to some distance frnbanks, espe-
cially Sehwan with Shikarpur, Kach-Gandava, andt pair
Siwistan.” During this period, Sindh grew to beragperous and
peaceful land. The rebellious Baloch tribes weisssfully tak-
en into control, the socio-cultural activities egent progressively
and harmonization bent among different sectionshefsociety
due to his hardheaded course of action. Sindh esbtthits glory
in terms of development and prosperity, and yetpleisod may
surely be regarded as the twilight of the Samma mlSindh.
After his death, the local tribes disintegrated aplit into a num-
ber of groups, each section was struggling for seguhe throne
by any means of opportunity. The royal court hathéd into a
place of plotting conspiracies and misrule spreachd wide.

At this time, the Arghuns, a Turko-Afghan tribe adst
lished its rule in Sindh in 1520 CE. Shah Beg,fthender of the
Arghun dynasty in Sindh, left Qandhar due to theaging pres-
sure of Babur from the north-east. Emerging pdltiturmoil
gave him an opportunity to establish his rule ind&ithat was for
almost three-quarters of a century remained underArghuns
and their Tarkhan kinsmen. Afterward, for anothearter of a
century, the land was under the over lordship efgteat Mughal
Emperors of India, also known as the Timurids. Aftee death of
Mirza Ghazi Beg Tarkhan in 1612 CE, Sindh came utige di-
rect control of the Mughal governors. Lastly, aftee Nadir
Shah’s invasion of India in 1739 CE, the Mughal Engp Mu-
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hammad Shah (1719-48 CE) surrendered all hisdee# west of
the Indus to the former in turn of a peace tre@hge last Mughal
representative in Sindh, Mian Yar Muhammad Kalhastab-
lished his independent rule and became a vassaldtéran.

However, throughout the Mughal rule, the whole oegpf

Sindh was subdued into different stages. The miaisiodns were
Thatta and Bakhar, excluded of Sehwan and LahrdBawhich
was under the imperial control. The unanimity oidbi was de-
structed by the Mughals who separately appointedgthvernors
for Bhakkar, Thatta and Sehwan. All the high raakd positions
were conferred to the foreigners especially whorateg from
Central Asia and the native Sindhis were compledelgrived of
their power and influence. Most of the influentmative scholars
and intellectuals started migrating to BurhanpuP(Tor the holy
land of Arabia during the Arghun period due to thdavorable
circumstances. During the period of Isa TarkhandBiwas de-
stroyed by the Portuguese. Besides, the periodidfavBaqi was
full of atrocities and terror. The economy was paigressively
increasing while the irrigation system was alsoaurtkcline.

Literary and Cultural Progress: Its background:

The Arab rulers in Sindh had left a rich legacyeairning,
education and literature. The record of the BritiSbvernment
also shows that the intellectual development indBihad pro-
duced the great number of scholars during the Muslile. The
orthodox learning like logic, grammdradith tafsir, history and
biography developed during the Arab rule (712-1@B.). A
highly devotional poetry in Sindhian dialects wasnposed un-
der the Isma’ili influence by Pir Shams al-Din, Badr al-Din
which greatly replaced the hymns and songs of tleeMRslim
era. Sindh became the centre of literary actividiesng the reign
of Nasir al-Din Qubacha, the governor of Sindh urtle Sultan-
ate of Delhi who greatly patronized the scholard tre literary
men of his times migrated from Central Asia andsRedue to the
Mongol invasion and settled mostly in his capitachl.

However, the Samma rulers, particularly Jam Nizam
Din Nanda (d. 1508) himself possessed an inteliécod schol-
arly mind also patronized such activities and satsolFrom the
Arab conquest of Sindh, the Arabic was the offiaiatl court lan-
guage in which most of the literary work was comgil Though,
Sindhian dialects were also flourished side by sidd Persian
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also to some extant due to the migration of sontmlacs and
men of pen from Persia and Central Asia to Sindh. Lakho
opines that Arabic was the language of the couwttkamgs during
the Soomra and the Samma rulers. On the other amdy. A.
Baloch states that Persian had been the offiarguage of Sindh
from the beginning of the Samma rule due to thiiamice of the
Sultanate of Delhi in the surroundings of the Samamgdom
and their relations with the Sammas, who were teatgpatron of
Persian language and literature. However, Araldcndit lose its
significance and prominence due to its religioupontiance.

The Samma period, particularly the period of Jamdd
Is also glorified for the development of literargtigities. Mamui
Fagir, Makhdum Ahmad Bhatti, Ishag Aahingar, Shigdmmad
Jamali, Shykh Isa Burhanpuri Sindhi, Asir al-Dinazp Qadan,
Makhdoom Bilal were some of the famous poets amdlacs of
the Samma period. Mostly their poetic compilatiamsulated
among the people orally through Bhats and Chanartee form
of folklore, epics and myths. These Bhats and &tsxvere the
custodians of this semi-historical poetic heritaglee orthodox
learning that had received a set-back during theali§ rule, re-
vived with the rise of the Sammas. Mawlana AbduizAZbhari
and his sons came to Sindh on invitation of Jamaiizal-Din
Nandah and settled here due to unfavourable pallitiimate of
their homeland.

The Mughal Period:
Glory and splendor of cultureand literature:

Nevertheless, literary activities reached to thmimacle
and achieved full pace in Sindh during the Argheniqn (1520-
1555 CE), when a large number of the Persian schatégrated
from Iran and Central Asia to Sindh and settledhiatta and oth-
er places. Affable atmosphere in this tangentigiiore of the
Muslim world, far-flung from the main centers ofvper attracted
the people either escaping from antagonistic enwient, official
persecution or temptation for better economic pgotgp Sindh
served either as a temporary halting station iir joerney fur-
ther into South Asia or as a place of permanentease. This
large scale migration took place at times in thenfof gradual
entrance of individuals or single families and sbmes as a
great influx of people, tribes or communities pritgze by politi-

9

Kalachi Research Journal JJfL,uaugg)(é

cal or ethnic havoc and quarrels from West intotBdsia, in-
cluding Sindh.

However, two major migrations took place during the-
dieval period towards South Asia. The first one wlag to the
Mongol invasion during the twelfth and the thirtderenturies
that stimulated the newly emerging Muslim commumifySouth
Asia to counter admirably in creating mightiest éngest empire
in South Asia and flourishing of its great Muslinul@ire of the
Sultanate era which in turn provided the groundwtwk the
mighty Mughal empire later on. The second greatratign wit-
nessed in South Asia including Sindh was that ircivthe great
Timurids and their followers were driven out froner@ral Asia
and Heart by the Uzbegs. Thwarted by the Safawidbke West,
they were pressed on towards Kabul and Qandhartlzte
spilled over into Sindh and other parts of SoutiaAs

This wave of immigrants brought about great changes
witnessed during the Imperial Mughal age. Its intpaas also
evident in Sindh where the Arghun and the Tarkhaiefs, for-
mer vassals of the Timurids of Herat and a parthefgreat Ti-
murid cultural and social tradition, conquered $&inehtroducing
the three centuries of the Mughal rule in this eegiA number of
ulama’ andmasha’ikhcame with the Arghuns who left Qandhar
due to its occupation by Babur in 1520 CE. The Arghand the
Tarkhans with their highly developed cultural backad and
wide contacts with the literary circles of Centfadia, Khurasan
and Iran were able to attract a large number daigorulama’,
who greatly influenced the literary and intelledtdavelopment
of Sindh.

Shah Beg Arghun, the founder of the Arghun dynasty
Sindh was himself a highly educated person whosited the
courts of Heart and Kabul during his youth. He \gesatly influ-
enced by the literary atmosphere of the TimuridrisouDuring
his period,madrasahsandkhangahswere flourished in Qandhar
and Sindh. He was a poet &gpahias his pen name and com-
posed poetry in Turkish and Persian. He wrote abauraf books
on manqulat(religious sciences) entitlésharh-i-Aga’id-I Nasafi
Sharh-i-Kafiyahand notes orSharh-i-Mutali'ah Shykh Mirak
Purani and his relatives as Shykh Abdul Wahab Ru@inah
Qutub al-din, Syed Mir Kalan, Maulana Maslih al-diari, Mau-
lana Yunus Samarqgandi, Fakhri Harwi and some abbolars
migrated to Sindh during his period. However, daepblitical
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considerations, some of the local scholars sudiaaddum Bilal
were dealt harshly. Later on, these local schaldrsafisalso re-
ceived congenial environment with the passagemé.tiLiberal
attitude, lavish support and royal patronage inicedl an era of
great literary activity in Sindh during the Arghuns

Shah Beg Arghun, a great patron of art and learhing
self was a scholar wrote a commentary on the Halsa®in Per-
sian. His son Shah Hasan was also an author aodtafpconsid-
erable merit, patronized the learned and pious ofenis time,
and was much devoted to their company. During aisod, Per-
sianmadrasahsandmaktabswere flourished in Sindh and a con-
siderable number of scholars, mostly migrated fian, engaged
in teaching in various institutions. A large numbétocal people
acquired the knowledge of Persian language anahitearfrom
them.

The Tarkhan rulers such as Isa Tarkhan and Badih@ar
also grew up under the cultural and literary tiadi of the Ti-
murids and the Arghuns. They also patroniaiina’ and contin-
ued to maintain them in thejagirs. Mawlana Abdur Rehman,
Mawlana Karim-ul-din, Maulana Abdul Khaliq GilanMiyan
Sayyid Ali Shirazi, Mawlana Yusuf, Makhdum Fadl| &l were
some of new foreign and localama’. Mirza Jani Beg Tarkhan
was also fond of poetry like his predecessors wlok the title of
Halimi. His son, Ghazi Beg's period marked the highestgn
the development of art and literature in Sindhwée also a good
poet and had the pen-nameWhqari Besides local scholars he
issued lavish grants and huge sums to many renowsciealars
from Iran and Khurasan such as Mulla Kashani Taklirza
Fasihi Ansari etc. His generous patronage to paetdyliterature
stimulated interest among the people in literarnspiis and went
a long way in development of local talent in Sindh.

The Arghun and the Tarkhan rulers were originattnf
the Mughal stocks who were Persian speaking andhtreof lit-
erary taste and learning, so their courts natugdthacted the Per-
sian scholars and intellectuals. During this pera®l/elopment of
Persian literature in prose and poetry had striakémand its cor-
relation with Sindhi was increasingly leaving itegact on the
literature produced. Sindhi folklore was translatetb Persian
such as Mir Abul Qasim Sultan ordered Idraki Begiarcompile
the story of Leela- Chanesar in verse that is ledtitChanesar
Namah.
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Sindh became a part of the Mughal Empire in 159 CGH2
during the period of Akbar. It gained political aadministrative
stability and organization in all fields includinige field of liter-
ary pursuits. Akbar was also a great patron ofniegr, art and
literature who provided economic support to theotats, ulama
and sadats etc. The Mughal Emperors bestowed stipends on
learning the merits of some scholars. Some of thelars from
Sindh visited the Mughal court in person during itbign of Shah
Jahan and Aurangzeb, consequently contacts bet@eein and
Imperial court gradually grew closer. Makhdum Rahmvas in-
vited and rewarded suitably by Aurangzeb due tontmesits and
command ovemathnaviMawlana Rum and was appointsadr
of Thatta.

Likewise the Arghun and the Tarkhans, the Mughide a
patronized the intellectual and literary activitidhe lavish pat-
ronage of learning and education brought forth @agtiterary
outburst during the Mughal period. Sukumar Ray esgrithat
“when Emperor Humayun went to Persia after his rdetbment
by the hands of Sher Shah Suri in 1540 C.E, hdextezordially
relations with the Persians. This was followed gy visit of Per-
sian scholars to India.” However, the warm apptemaof the
Mughal emperors of Delhi for the men of lettersaaited the lat-
er, in large number during the sixteenth and theseenth cen-
turies. Their courts were a place of gatheringhef $cholars, in-
tellectuals and the poets from the other parthefsubcontinent
and outside especially from Persia and Central .AS@ne Per-
sian scholars also accompanied with Nadir Shaheatine of his
invasion of India in 1738 C.E, and his stay in $irdlring the
days of Miyan Noor Mohammad Kalhora. These scholeese
very much impressed by the hospitality and loving aophisti-
cated nature of the people of Sindh.

The Mughal period correspondingly that of the Anghu
and the Tarkhan is also regarded as the era dutmgh Persian
was further developed and established as an dffioic court lan-
guage of Sindh. Persian soon secured the impogasition
among the cultural activities and became populasrenthe intel-
ligentsia. The Mughal rulers of Sindh invariablycearaged the
Persian literature and showed respect for the &erscholars.
These scholars were granted stipends sanctionethebyulers.
For this reason, this period may be regarded a&tigen age in
terms of development of Persian poetry and prose.
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During the Mughal period, Sindh had its close coapen
and cultural links with Iran and Central Asia. Ranslanguage
and literature developed and became popular ambagdoacal
people. Sadarangani writes in this regard that Simelhis rapidly
acquired complete grasp over the language andapdosicame a
meritorious vehicle of expression for the thougimsl emotions.
Almost all the histories of Sindh e.@arikh-i Masumj Beglar
Namah, Tarikh Tahiri, etc. were written in Persian and a few
diwansof ghazalswere also produced.” As a result, intellectual
and literary activities started to flourish in Ratd Darbella as
well. Despite of the departure of some native saisplthe stand-
ard of literary activities bequeathed to them wasimained
which also contributed to raise the standard.

However, the historical evidences prove that besatber
literary activities, the religious studies also hstdong hold in
Sindh during and before the Mughal period. Thatts wegarded
as one of the greatest centre of learning in tlanis world and
was known as ‘lraq the second’. Sehwan, the segpedtest
town of Sindh also enjoyed this high status in gewhscholarly
activities. Mir Masum writes that Qadi Dito Sehwamischolar of
Persian and Arabic, who had distinction in acqgirkmowledge
from such illustrious predecessors as his fatharfSt-Din alias
Makhdum Rahu, Makhdum Bilal, Makhdum Fakhur Pota Ab-
dul Aziz Harvi (of Heart). He was a leading schadtis times.
Shah Hassan was one of the pupils of Qadi DitoMmdviasum
Bakhari also had the distinction of being his pupil

A substantial quantity of literature associatednvdiffer-
ent branches of learning and science was prod&suhlars from
other regions of India further enlarged the scame extent of lit-
erary activities. Besidesharahas(commentaries)mnanqulatwas
another notable contribution madetafsir. Mawlana Maslih al-
Din Lari wrote ahawashion the famoud afsir-i-Baydawi Ma-
khdum Ruknual-Din Matu, a distinguished scholarterrashara-
ha on theShama'il-i-Nabwja famous book osirah. A number of
books were composed dealing with religious belefd practices
including sufistic literatureAdab-i-Muridin was written by Syed
Ali Thani Shirazi,Anwarar al-Asrarby Isa Jand AllahJawahar
al-Awliya and Bagar al-Anwarby Syed Bagqir were written on
mystic ordersHizar al-Basharwas compiled by Mir Zayn al-Din
dealt with religious invocation and amulets.

In the field ofma’qualatas well, a number of works were
produced. A booklet on logic in Persian entitigarah-i-Mantiq
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was composed by Mawlana Maslih al-Din. A famous koo
medicine entitledVafradat-i-Nami(alsoTib-i-Nam) was written
by Mir Masum. TheRashhat al-Funun(an encyclopedic work
dealing with the traditionathahardah ‘ulumy and Ma’lumat al-
Afaqdiscussing wonders of the inhabited regions ofem¢h said
to be ¥4 of the total area by Amin al-Din Khan Ariinani were
some of other notable works produced in Sindh duttre Mugh-
al period.

A booklet was composed onanazrahthe art of religious
debates by Mir Abdur Rashid entitled tRashidi He was a pro-
lific writer during the seventeenth century. Mir idal al-Din
wrote Islahat-i-Ridwiyah He also compiled sharahof Diwan-i-
Hafiz. Mir Shah Wali wrote a book on differenilum entitled
Tuhfat al-Majalis On the other hand, a significant achievement
of the period was the composition of two famolughats
(lexicons) of Persian and Arabic which are knowrFashang-i-
Rashidiby Abdur Rashid Thattavi.

In Bubak, Makhdum Abd al-Karim alias Miran bin Ya-
gub, was another leading scholar, under whom guglamumber
of pupils in hismadarsah after having acquired education be-
came ultimate researchers, scholars and headsuoatohal in-
stitutions. The most outstanding students amonigsint were
Maulana Qasim Diwan and Makhdum Jafar, the son @fiMum
Miran. These people had no parallelim-i Ma’qul wa Manqul
Sultan Mahmud of Bakhar studied Qur#afsir and other books
under their guidance.

Makhdum Jafar of Bubak was not only a great scholar
his times but also a promising intellectual, reskeascholar, dis-
tinguishedfaqgih, and an educationist who paid great attention to-
wards intellectual and literary activities in SindHe wrote a
number of books and pamphlets in Arabic and Persmawarious
social and cultural issues of daily life. Dr. N. Baloch has men-
tioned the names of his nine books which still gtb&ive out of
these books are related to the matters of Muslinsgrudence.
He was the first great scholar of Sindh who gavpeitus to the
research of theological and juristic issues inligigt of the socio-
cultural conditions.

The Mughal period witnessed the men of great geaunas
very high caliber with profound scholarship andidation to du-
ties which is exemplary and inspiring. Makhdum Bid Talti,
Qadi Dito of Sehwan, Qadi Qadin of Thatta, Makhditnan,
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Maulana Yunus Samargandi, Shah Jahangir of KhurasdrMa-
khdum Jafar (Sehwan) of Bubak were some of theminQuhe
Mughal period, Thatta in the south and Bakhar enrtbrth occu-
pied very important positions in the field of inestual develop-
ment of Sindh, and excelled Granada, Cordova, Badjhehd
Basra. These two cities became the centers ofreudind civiliza-
tion in Sindh that made great strides than eveoreah the fields
of Quranic studiestafsir, hadith figah, Logic, Calligraphy,
Mathematics and Astronomy.

Shykh Abdul Wahab Purani, and Qadi Niamat Allahever

the most distinguished scholars fajah in Thatta. The
latter also had a great command over logic andenaotnarginal
commentary on the well-known book of logic vl Zubdahof
Allah al-Din Mainglori, which was one of the pread books
on the syllabus for the educational institutionsToftta at that
time. On the same pattern, Mir Najm al-Din Thattalgio wrote a
marginal commentary oAl Zubdah Shykh Abdul Wahab Purani,
who was elevated to the positionStiykh al-Islanduring the pe-
riod of Shah Hasan Arghun, made great efforts lier gropaga-
tion of Islamic law and detailed exposition of plerhs offigah,
his fatawaswere considered most authentic subsequently com-
piled in book form entitledJam Fatawa Purani This was the
first book of its type in Sindh on subjectfatawaand was wide-
ly acclaimed. Théatawa-i-Alamgiriwhich was compiled during
the reign of Alamgir also had a notable contribotiy Sindhian
scholars as Abu al-Khayr and Makhdum Nizam al-Divai.

Mirak Abdul Bagi and Mirak Abdul Rahman distin-
guished themselves not only in the field of religior figah, but
in the field of arts and intellect. They occupiedexnviable posi-
tion by the virtue of their depth and subtlety. &krAbdul Rah-
man was an expert of astronomy and philosophy. &wuAbdul
Khalig Jilani also acquired proficiency in the @ebdf astronomy.
Mirak Abdul Rahman has distinction of having acoted the
Sindhis with the geometric figures. In additiorgraat number of
works in Persian and Arabic prose and poetry wis® @mpiled
during the Mughal period in Sindh. However, thegoess in this
particular field had been started from the Aralerblut it secured
the highest degree during the Mughals.

A new sort of text that developed and came intodraur-
ing the Mughal period was story writing. It is esd that this art
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khwani Mugim, one of the noble of Mirza Jani Beg and kdul
Murshid and Mulla Asad, the companions of Ghazi Begye
some renowned|issah-khwan®f that era. Moreover, Khwajah
Aman Sayfi composed seven stories entitiadt Akhtarin prose
and seven stories in poetic form entitBdhman Namalduring
the reign of Shahjahan. Abu’l Fath Qabil also cdewpihis fa-
mous story afissah-i-Kamrup

The appointment of different Mughal governors imdbi
by the centre not only provided an opportunity be tindian
scholars and poets to introduce themselves in Sindhalso to
share their literary contribution with the peopMany Urdu
speaking poets and scholars came into the corftactédtive peo-
ple of Sindh and inspired them by their work. Mulmaad Saeed
Rahbar Gwaliari, Mir Jaffar Ali Khan Benawa, Say¥idzail Al
Khan Beqgayd, Mohsin al-Din Shirazi, Imad al-Mulkwab Gha-
zi al-Din were some of them. Following this emerpimend of
Urdu poetry, some Persian speaking Sindhi poets ascShaykh
Waroo, Abdus Subhan Fa’iz Thattawi, Makhdum Muhamhma
Moin Beragi and Mir Hyder al-Din Abu Turab Kamilsal com-
posed verses in Urdu.

Conclusion

Since the Mughals were Persianized Turks who had-ov
run from Central Asia and asserted descent frorh Bohur and
Chingis Khan, they, in fact, strengthen Persiartucelin In-
dia.Apart from a number of Persian nobles, admigmists, and
soldiers, there were painters, calligraphers, sgctd, musicians,
poets, physicians, historians and other people dikkrse skills
who migrated to India during the Mughal regime frdrabriz,
Shiraz, Herat, and other cities of the Iraniangdat

The Mughal period, striking for impressive progress
almost every department of human life, and itsuraltdevelop-
ment was escorted by substantial growth in all ®mwh art. In
Mughal culture, Central Asian ‘Turko-Persian’ vdilgaimpact is
also incorporated; indeed Bukhara and Samarqand, the civiliza-
tion of Babur’s land, represents a standing exarapie It cannot
be denied that the Mughals, the last of the Muglynasties of
India, had remained a sufficient time in Transo&iamd Persia,
to have acquired all the civilization of these temuntries, long
before they attempted to perform conquest in Indrey carried
with them the full benefit of the Persian arts datbwledge,
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when they established themselves in India. Thesefoombined
with the local traditions, Central Asia and esplgiRersia are
the ingredients which made up the genesis of niyt thie Indian
society and civilization but the historiographidahditions as
well.

The restoration of the Mughal Empire after Humagun’

return from Persia established a tradition of ntigrafrom Per-
sian territories, which continued until the Muslgtates of India
could no longer offer prospects of employment. Rerentribut-
ed a good deal to the Indduslim cultural heritage; its share
among the immigrants was significant. Prof. Sukuseys that
“the exile of Humayun in Iran, though humiliatingda painful,
was not altogether barren in its results.” Humagstay in Persia
not only established diplomatic relationship betwé®ee Safawid
and Mughal Courts, it also led to closer contativeen India and
Persia. During the Akbar’s reign, when the Mughaidie was
consolidated, a general immigration of nobles aedegals as
well as men of arts and letters from Persia deemided the In-
do-Muslim civilization. During the Mughal periodhdse ties be-
tween India and Persia were not only political tvetre also re-
markably cultural. A strong cultural influence wie fact that
Persian was the language of the court.

The Mughals changed not only the political but sbeial
and cultural structure of Sindh to the highest degPersian start-
ed to flourish as the official and court languagesindh likewise
the other parts of India, which was the languagéhefelite and
the rulers. In the following passage, an accourlit@fary activi-
ties is being given during the Mughal period.Ttierary contri-
bution of the Mughals in Sindh comprises of soméstamding
historical compilations which are not lesser sigaift than the
work compiled in other parts of the Mughal EmpiHowever,
among the other disciplines of knowledge, histaapdy is sup-
posed to have enjoyed a degree of popularity baggninom the
Mughal rule.
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