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Abstract
The concept of Secularism came to the Muslim world after
Renaissance. Historically, the initial thoughts on the subject are
found in the teachings of Greek Philosophers like Epicurus and
Zeno. It was at first a discussion regarding the separation of religion
and the state, the scientific advancements and the regime system in
Modern Europe. Religion was considered as an obstacle by the West
in their progress on the basis of reason and inquiry. Adaptation of
secular approach helped the western countries to flourish in material
fields. In Islamic world, secularism was not seen as a threat for
religion before the twentieth century. Under colonization of many
Muslim countries and particularly after the demise of Ottoman
Empire which paved way to abolish Caliphate, the Muslim states
adopted various western secular laws. Moreover, the Muslim
countries went under heavy debts taken from European countries.
They relied on foreign advisors and western education system for
progress. The concept regarding the authority of Caliph changed.
During the twentieth century, Muslim countries suffered politically
and their geographical frontiers were changed. It created a kind of
revolution in Muslim states. Revival of religious authority in
modern political Muslim states is visible in central eastern countries
during the last fifty years.
Key Words: Secularism, Religion, State, Education, Authority,
Revolution.
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“(Of priests) living among ordinary people rather than in a religious

community”?

1 www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english /secular, (accessed 5 May, 2018)
2 ibid
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“Secularism is a code of duties related to the world, which is set on

purely humanitarian considerations, especially those who consider

religion — unprofessional, inappropriate, untrustworthy or

untrustworthy. The basic principle is three: Improving material

resources in the life of this world, Science is the available "power"
to man, Good is good, though not good in another world, good is

good for the present life and finding good is also a good practice””
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! https:/ /www lexico.com/en/ definition/secular, (accessed 25 August 2018)

2 Holyoake, George J., English Secularism, (Chicago: The Open Court Publishing Company,
1896), p: 25
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“Religious and religiously oriented human freedoms and all other

attention from the other world to the present life. !
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“Secularism is a process by which sections of society and culture are
"2

getting out of the grip of religious symbols and institutions”.
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Gradual reduction of religious effect in most areas of life, Increase
state and religion distinctions, and the import of secular traditions
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J o Jﬂumufux*ﬁ;uyajm.;wu:‘,u.ﬁ S U ot &l ol 3 ) o
-R»T/:J;‘«Eiu/:guf (/u)'g)ub'(f}ﬂ';.;u'uf&}yw}u’c«f‘l:/

reolonf s P )

L,?)Jd}lj!’uﬁ}df'%;%}d-q.—t‘{gg/r‘j/:g/?/?(lo?/q/x@{,?ufw};ﬂkf

Harvey Cox, Secular City: Secularization and Urbanization in theological perspective, (New
York: MacMillan, 1966), p: 17
2 Peter Berger, The Sacred Canopy: Elements of a Sociological Theory of Religion, (New York:
Anchor Books, 1967), p: 107
3 Nikki Keddie, Secularism and its Discontents, (Daedalus 132 Summer 2003), p: 16
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1 Munby, D. L. The Idea of a Secular Society, (London: Oxford University Press, 1963), p:
14-32
2 Weber, Max. The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism, (London: Rout ledge
Classics, 2001), p:123-125.
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3 Ford, Caroline C., Divided houses: religion and gender in modern France (Cornell University
Press, 2005), p: 6

4 Yavuz, Hakan M. and John L. Esposito, Turkish Islam and the Secular State: The Gulen
Movement, (Syracuse University, 2003) p: 15

5 Holyoake, G.J., The Origin and Nature of Secularism, (London: Watts and Co., 1896), p: 51

6 Secularism, Catholic Encyclopedia, www.Newadvent.org (accessed 23 Dec, 2018)
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1 http:/ /www.trincoll.edu/NR/rdonlyres /9614BC42-9E4C-42BF-A7F4-B5EE1009462-
/0/Kosmin_paper, (accessed 23 Dec, 2018)

2 Feldman, Noah, Divided by God, Farrar, Straus and Giroux, (2005), p: 14

3 Berlinerblau, Jacques, How to be Secular, (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt), p: 16
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Society, International Journal of Middle East Studies, 6 (4), p: 363-385.
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“The post-pandemic era witnessed the formation of modern Islamic

states whose development was greatly influenced by Western

secular parameters and models. Saudi Arabia and Turkey are at

two polar positions. Most of the Muslim states found a middle way
to build their own nations... However, although most Muslim

1 Then to give Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.(Matt.22.17)

2 Bob Lewis, Jerry's Kids' Urged to Challenge 'Radical Secularism, published on 14 May,
2007 in The Christian Post. (accessed 24 Dec, 2018)

3 Tamimi, Azzam, the Origins of Arab Secularism, In Islam and Secularism in the Middle East,
edited by Esposito, Jon L. and Tamimi Azzam, (New York, New York University Press.
2000), 13-28, p:17

4 Ardic, Nurullah, Islam and the Politics of Secularism: The Caliphate and the Middle Eastern

Modernization in the Early Twentieth Century, (New York: Rout ledge, 2012), p: 8
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governments have replaced the Islamic laws with the secular laws
of Europe yet Muslim family laws regarding marriage, separation

and inheritance remained enforced.” '
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1 Islam and Secularism in the Twenty First Century, 1-12, p: 2
2 Esposito, John L., Islam and Secularism in the Twenty-First Century, Islam and Secularism in
the Middle East, ( 2000), p: 3
3 Roy, Olivier, The Failure of Political Islam by Olivier Roy, translated by Carol Volk, (Harvard
University Press, 1994), p: 14-15
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University Press, 1983), p: 330-332
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