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Abstract:

Religion and Reconstruction of Scientific Thought
Pakistan-based sociologist of religion and a philosopher of science, Basit Bilal
Koshul argues that Muhammad Igbal’s Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam
can be reread as a reconstruction of scientific thought, where Igbal specifically uses
religion as a key factor to reconstruct modern scientific thought. This work intends to
introduce students of Urdu and Igbaliyat with this new reading of Muhammad Igbal as
put forward by Koshul in his article published in 2008. Therefore, an annotated
translation of one particular section titled “Religion and Reconstruction of Scientific
Thought” is done as a first step in order to explore the depths of this insightful reading.
Keywords: Religion, Science, Metaphysics, Existence of God, Reconstruction
of Religious Thought, Igbal, Islam.
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There is no doubt that the theories of science constitute trustworthy
knowledge because they are verifiable and enable us to predict and control
the events of Nature. But we must not forget that what we call science is not
a single systematic view of Reality. It is a mass of sectional views-of

reality—fragments of a total experience which do not seem to fit together.®
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Natural Science deals with matter, with life, and with mind; but the moment

you ask the question how matter, life and mind are mutually related, you

begin to see the sectional character of the various sciences that deal with

them and the inability of these sciences taken singly, to furnish a complete

answer to your question... Nature as the subject of science is a highly

artificial affair, and this artificiality is the result of that selective process to

which science must subject [nature] in the interest of precision.7
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Science must necessarily select for study certain specific aspects of Reality

only and exclude others. It is pure dogmatism on the part of science to claim

that the aspects of Reality selected by it are the only aspects to be studied.

No doubt man has a spatial aspect; but this is not the only aspect of man.

There are other aspects of man, such as evaluation, the unitary character of

purposive experience, and the pursuit of truth which science must

necessarily exclude from its study, and the understanding of which requires

categories other than those employed by science. 10
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Thus the view we have taken gives a fresh spiritual meaning to physical

science. The knowledge of Nature is the knowledge of God’s behavior. In

our observation of Nature we are virtually seeking a kind of intimacy with

the Absolute Ego; and this is only another form of worship.'®
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The quest after a nameless nothing, as disclosed in Neo-Platonic
mysticism—be it Christian or Muslim—cannot satisfy the modern mind
which, with its habits of concrete thinking, demands a concrete living
experience of God. And the history of the race shows that the attitude of the
mind embodied in the act of worship is a condition for such an experience.
In fact, prayer must be regarded as a necessary complement to the
intellectual activity of the observer of Nature. The scientific observation of
Nature keeps us in close contact with the behavior of Reality, and thus

sharpens our inner perception for a deeper vision of it... The truth is that all

search for knowledge is essentially a form of prayer.19
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