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Abstract:
The Poetic Recitations of the Anjuman-e Punjab: In the Colonial

Context

This article overviews the influence of the Anjuman-e Punjab, a colonial
institution created to bring about social welfare, better education, as well as business
etc. in 1865. The author explores this influence— or its remnants, rather— in the
modern Urdu poem, arguing that colonial elements can be seen in works of the period.
The article further views the objectives of Anjuman-e Punjab.

Keywords: Anjuman-e-Punjab, Colonial Institutions, Literature of Colonial
Period, Modern Urdu Poem.
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Then out spake brave Horatius,

The Captain of the gate:

"To every man upon this earth

Death cometh soon or late.

And how can man die better

Than facing fearful odds

For the ashes of his fathers

And the temples of his gods,

Alone stood brave Horatius,

But constant still in mind,—

Thrice thirty thousand foes

"Down with him!” cried false Sextus,
With a smile on his pale face;

“Now yield thee,” cried Lars Porsena,

“Now yield thee to our grace!"

"OTiber! Father Tiber!
To whom the Romans pray,
A Roman’s life, a Roman’s arms,

Take thou in charge this day!”
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So he spake, and, speaking, sheathed

The good sword by his side,

And, with his harness on his back,

Plunged headlong in the tide?3,
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